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This month, we had dinner with 
Darrick Evensen and Katherine Perti. 
Darrick and Katherine are relative 
newcomers to our church, and it was 
fascinating to visit with them for an 
evening about their past, present and 
future.

Darrick was raised in West Sand Lake, 
NY. In the mid 90s, he and his older 
brother Tyson attended Camp Fowler, 
a camp run by the Reformed Church 
of  America near Lake Pleasant, NY. 
For several of  those years, they 
bunked with another youth who they 
called Mr. Results, based on his 
propensity to help their team win the 
camp's challenges.

In recent years, Darrick returned to 
the camp as a staff  counselor. In 2007, 
he strode into a staff  game of  ultimate 
frisbee dressed all in white, sporting 
black leather sandals and an 
accessorized cane. One of  the newer 
staff, who had this as her Þrst 
impression of  Darrick, was none 
other than 
Katherine Perti.

It turns out that 
Katherine and 
Darrick were co-
wilderness 
leaders, which 
had them out of  
the base camp for 
much of  the time 
together, along 
with 8 pint-sized 

recruits from the camp. It was during 
this time that they realized they were 
quite compatible: they made a good 
team, communicating, mentoring 
children, and working through the 
logistics of  hiking and canoeing. The 
following March, Darrick and 
Katherine began dating.

Katherine was raised in East 
Greenbush, near Albany. While she 
was in high school, her family moved 
to New Baltimore, NY, where her 
mother is a minister in a small 
Reformed Church. Katherine is 
currently a junior at Syracuse 
University, pursuing a degree in 
history and social studies education. 
She has a passion for history, and 
recently enjoyed traveling to Europe 
to see some of  the historic venues 
she's studied.

There are several ironies in their 
relationship: their childhood homes 
are just 15 minutes apart from each 
other, but they never met until that 

day at Camp Fowler. Also, you 
remember the introduction of  a third 
character in this biography above: Mr. 
Results? His real name is Andrew, and 
he's Katherine's older brother!

Darrick started attending FPCU in 
the Fall of  2008. Looking for a place 
with suburban characteristics, he 
found a home in Trumansburg as he 
pursues graduate study at Cornell. 
Working with the National Park 
Service, he studies people's 
perceptions of  risk of  wildlife diseases. 
It ties into his broader passion for 
study of  the sociology of  thought. 
Darrick earned his undergraduate 
degree in International Relations and 
Public Politics from Princeton.

Many of  you have had a chance to 
speak with Darrick and Katherine at 
coffee hour, which is one of  the 
reasons they enjoy the area: it's a 
community, one in which people know 
your name and take the time to forge 
a relationship. Darrick and Katherine 

also joined the 
choir this year. 
They will wed in 
September 2010, 
aptly at Camp 
Fowler. We wish 
them all the best 
as they continue 
their life 
together!
- Scott & Amy 
Dawson
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The Presbyterian WomenÕs annual 
rummage sale will be held April 3 
through April 5. Now is the time to 
clean out those closets, garages, 
basements & attics for donation of  
unwanted items! 
We gratefully accept clean and 
intact clothes for all age groups, 
working small appliances, furniture, 
books, jewelry, collectables, dishes, 
toys, tools, you name it! Please no 
mattresses with stains or holes. For 
larger appliances that generate a 
dump fee if  unsold (TVÕs, 
microwaves, computers and the like) 
we will be happy to take and post a 
picture and description of  the item, 
to assure sale before drop-off  at the 
chapel.
Drop off  hours:
¥ Tuesday, March 31: 8:30a-4p

¥ Wednesday, April 1: 8:30a-4p; 6p-8p
¥ Thursday, April 2: 8:30a-4p
¥ Friday, April 3: 8:30a-2p
If  these hours donÕt work for you, 
please call Amy @ 532-4865 or 
Jeanette at 277-1358 to arrange 
another time.

Many hands are needed to pull this 
fundraiser off  successfully. A sign-up 
sheet is in the chapel for all willing 
to help with sorting and pricing, 
sales and support. No experience is 
needed and all helpers (not just 
women) are appreciated.
The rummage sale is currently the 
only Presbyterian WomenÕs 
fundraiser, and usually generates 
about $2,000. The Prebyterian 
WomenÕs budget provides fair trade 
coffee for Sunday morning and 
other church functions, kitchen and 
bathroom supplies, designated local 
missions, womenÕs scholarships,  and 
youth camperships. This year we 
also hope to support our youthÕs 
mission trip. Unsold items from the 
rummage sale are donated to 
Catholic Charities, Tompkins 
County SPCA, and the Salvation 
Army. If  you have a special charity 
our unsold items could help, you are 
welcome to come in and pack up 
items for your cause.
Aside from the monetary rewards, 
the week spent sorting, cleaning and 
pricing items provides a time of  
fellowship within our church family. 
It is an opportunity for us to open 
our doors to the greater community, 
to allow them to know us better, and 
provide a service for the community. 
It is recycling at its best!
-Amy Erickson
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In History
by Virginia Miller, Historian

In 2007, the Na-

tional Presbyterian 
Historical Society in 

Philadelphia 
awarded the First 

Presbyterian Church 
of Ulysses one of four Heritage Mi-

crofilming Grants to have our re-

cords microfilmed for safekeeping. 
Microfilming is recommended over 

all other methods for long-term 
preservation of records.

I have been going through several 
boxes of papers, photos and many 

books to provide an inventory. I 
have tried to identify and put things 

in a chronological order. This past 
week Jess and I delivered about 60 

pounds of books and several pho-

tographs to the Historical Society in 
Philadelphia. I still have a few 

things to date to complete the pro-
ject. They are starting their work on 

the project and it should be com-
pleted in three or four months.

We are most fortunate to have this 
grant and a chance to preserve our 

heritage.  Soon there will be a mi-

crofilm at the Historical Society, as 
well as a copy for us. It has been a 

most interesting journey.

Volunteer Needed
by Mary Ellen Johnson

After 25 years of buying supplies 

for the kitchen, I plan on retiring. If 
anyone is interested in taking over, 

please see me.

Senior High Youth
by Deb Koehler

The Youth worship service is Sun-

day May 10. It is time to recon-
nected with each other, and plan a 

worship service for our congrega-

tion. We will be working on the 
service during Sunday School time. 

Each of you have a special gift to 
o! er. Please plan on coming to 

Sunday School. (No Sunday School 
Easter Sunday 4/12)

Rummage Sale
APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 5

Lay Leadership

We are truly blessed to have the gift of  lay leadership for our services during 
this interim period. As we transition closer to a new called pastor, please be 
supportive of  the time and talents of  each of!our lay leaders. They've worked 
very diligently on each service, from!the opening prayer to the benediction, 
and will certainly appreciate your support and encouragement in the coming 
months. Thank you!

March 15 Marvin Pritts April 26 Scott Dawson May 31 Bruce MacQueen
March 22 Warren HickmanMay 3 Rev. David LubbaJune 7 Rev John Kotun
March 29 Amy Dawson May 10 Youth Sunday June 14 Darrick Evensen
April 5 Rev. Joanne BartelMay 17 David SchneiderJune 21 David Schneider
April 12 Rev John KotunMay 24 Kate Merriman June 28 Eric DeJager
April 19 Warren Hickman



Sharing Resources, Changing Lives
Sixty years ago, in response to the devastation of  World 
War II, a Saturday evening nationwide broadcast asked 
Americans to give generously the next morning in their 
churches. A remarkable variety of  national leaders and 
celebrities gave their efforts to the broadcast, and more 
than 75,000 churches responded.

Since then, an offering is made to One Great Hour of  
Sharing. This is an ecumenical offering because many Christian denominations  
work together to create the resources that interpret the offering. Each 
denomination gives some of  the gifts it receives for shared ministry through 
Church World Service. However, each denomination decides how the gifts its 
members give will be used.

The gifts from our church are roughly divided into thirds. Each of  the three 
programs - Self  Development of  People (SDOP), Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) and the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) - receives 32% 
of  the offering. The remaining 4% goes to PHP for its work on homelessness 
and affordable housing.

For the past ten years, the offering has received about $20 million each year 
among the denominations. The PC (USA) offering has received about $9-$11 
million each year for at least the past 20 years. The theme this year for One 
Great Hour of  Sharing is "Where is your treasure?" This is taken from Matt 
6:21, "Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."

We will be receiving One Great Hour of  Sharing offerings on Palm Sunday 
and Easter Sunday. - Karen Perkins, Caring & Benevolence

Finance Corner
March 15 (just before this newsletter went to press) Þgures show year-to-date 
income of  $29,658 and spending of  $24,223. This sounds terriÞc until we learn 
that there are these major bills to pay: property insurance $1,200, quarterly 
benevolence commitments $2,700, and per capita $3,600.!(ÒPer capita is the dues 
that we pay to Presbytery for each member of  our congregation regardless of  the level of  
activity of  the member.)

The surplus at mid-March of  $5,435 plus gifts speciÞcally for Òper capitaÓ 
wonÕt stretch to cover the $7,500 for the three bills listed above. However, we 
hope that by the end of  March as you read this news, our income will have 
caught up with expenses. In fact, we need to accumulate some cash reserves to 
cover the slow days of  summer when attendance and pledge payments may be 
lower.

In other Þnancial news, Bill Kolberg and Barbara Melvin will continue as 
elders on Finance committee and Gregg Hoffmire will join it this year as a third 
active elder. Dave Koehler continues as a member from the congregation.

Not surprisingly, our investment holdings in New Covenant Mutual Funds of  
the Presbyterian Foundation, and the Estelle Stone Trust managed for us by 
Tompkins Trust Company have suffered losses since last summer common to 
the general markets. We have traditionally held a balanced position, between 
growth and Þxed income funds, so our accounts were more stable than more 
aggressive investments would have been.

The expense of  Þnding and relocating a new pastor will be covered from our 
reserve funds, which Session discussed when approving the annual budget 
without a line item for those expenses. - Barb Melvin

OGHS Resources

Learn more about One Great Hour 
of  Sharing at these web sites:
¥ One Great Hour of  Sharing

www.pcusa.org/oghs
¥ Self  Development of  People

www.pcusa.org/sdop
¥ Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

www.pcusa.org/pda
¥ Presbyterian Hunger Program

www.pcusa.org/hunger

APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS

We 
celebrate 
birthdays 
the 2nd 
Sunday of  
each month 
during 
coffee hour. 
Join us on 
Sunday, April 12 right 
after church to sing Happy 
Birthday and enjoy special 
birthday treats provided by 
the Tent Crew! Learn more 
about what they do and 
how you can be involved by 
speaking with Chuck 
Dunlap after worship.

2 Milli Tubbs & 
Melanie Andrew

6 Alice Ploss
9 Louis Kirkman
12 Amy Dawson

13 Dave Schneider & 
Jerry Kraus

16 Anne Bialke
24 Martha Dickson

25 Judy Riley
27 Nancy VanOrden

March Birthdays
Here are some birthdays that we 

missed printing for March:
8 Neil Shallish

8 Catherine Taylor
12 Marion Hoffmire!!
16 Stephen Selover

21 Toni Stewart

http://www.pcusa.org/hunger
http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
http://www.pcusa.org/sdop
http://www.pcusa.org/sdop
http://www.pcusa.org/sdop
http://www.pcusa.org/sdop
http://www.pcusa.org/pda
http://www.pcusa.org/pda
http://www.pcusa.org/hunger


Are you caring for a spouse, a 
parent or loved one and feeling 
stressed emotionally, financially 
or physically due to the 
challenges of  this care?

Many caregivers share a similar 
experience as they juggle the 
demands of  work, family and caring 
for their loved one. Too often, in 
trying to meet the demands of  all 
these interests, they neglect to care 
for themselves!

Powerful Tools for Caregivers, a six-
week educational program designed 
to provide caregivers the tools needed 
for taking care of  themselves will be 

offered this fall beginning. September 
23rd. During six, 2 "  hour sessions 
held weekly, caregivers learn to 
reduce stress, improve self-
conÞdence, better communicate 
feelings, and access local resources. 
Attendees also learn how to balance 
the demands in their lives and to 
increase their ability to make tough 
decisions.

Three separate, six-week sessions of  
Powerful Tools for Caregivers will be 
available this spring at no cost to 
caregivers:

1. In the evening on Mondays, 6Ð
8:30 pm at Lifelong, 119 W Court 
St, Ithaca beginning March 30

2. In the afternoon, Tuesdays 1:30 Ð 
4 pm at Brookdale Senior Living, 
The Gallery at Sterling House, 
103 Bundy Rd, Ithaca beginning 
March 31

Powerful Tools for Caregivers
3. In the evening, Tuesdays 6Ð8:30 

pm at the Old Jail Conference 
Room, 125 E Court St., Ithaca 
beginning March 31

Pre-Registration is required. Call 
274-5482 to register.

You may contact Marilyn Roberts 
Chase at mroberts@tompkins-co.org 
or 274-5488 for more information 
about the Powerful Tools for 
Caregivers classes.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is 
supported by a grant from the 
Community Health Foundation of  
Western and Central NY and co-
sponsored by the OfÞce for the 
Aging, Lifelong, Cayuga Medical 
Center, Hospicare & Palliative Care 
Services, Family and ChildrenÕs 
Services of  Ithaca and Tompkins 
County Department of  Social 
Services.

Session Highlights
Have you wondered what goes on at Session meetings?  Session meets at least once a 
month usually on the second Wednesday. We met on February 11, discussing:

¥ Committee responsibilities for the coming year and involving the congregation 
¥ Congregational Life planning a work party and progressive dinner
¥ Pastor Nominating Committee asked us for parameters for the Pastor Call they 

hope to negotiate soon.
¥ Christian Ed looks forward to the skiers returning to Sunday School.
¥ Personnel reviews for the past year were again discussed.
Please feel free to contact any member of  the Session if  you have suggestions, ideas, 
interests that we can help you bring to fruition.

¥ Bulletins/Announcements are done by Kris Alling and Linda Andrew. Send 
additions to Kris at neilalling@aol.com or contact Linda at the church (387-8185). 
They print them on Friday, so let them know no later than Friday at 9 a.m.

¥ This newsletter is put together by Scott and Amy Dawson. The deadline for the 
Grapevine is the third Sunday of  each month. E-mail your contribution to 
amy@emoticakes.com any time.

¥ Buildings and Grounds is headed by Jerry Van Orden. The committee asks that you 
call them when ever you think something needs to be done rather than asking a 
worker who already has an assignment.

¥ We offer hearing devices for the Sunday Services.  f  you need one see Neil Alling in 
the back of  the sanctuary.  Neil also tapes every service. If  you would like to borrow 
a tape or take it to a shut in please let him know.

¥ Do you want to use the Chapel? Parker Melvin does the scheduling. You can contact 
him by email parkermelvin@gmail.com or phone 607-227-8549.

Committee 
Chairs

At the latest Session meeting, we 
chose the following committee 

chairs for 2009:

¥ Karen Perkins
Caring and Benevolence

¥ Scott Dawson
Congregational Life

¥ Allison Pritts
Music and Worship

¥ Deb Regnier
Christian Education

¥ Diana Bradham
Membership and Stewardship

¥ Jerry Van Orden
Buildings and Properties

¥ Bill Kolberg
Personnel

¥ Barbara Melvin
Finance

mailto:parkermelvin@gmail.com
mailto:mroberts@tompkins-co.org
mailto:mroberts@tompkins-co.org
mailto:neilalling@aol.com
mailto:neilalling@aol.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:parkermelvin@gmail.com


Congregational Life
Chili Night!

On Wednesday, February 18, we had our annual chili night in the Chapel. We 
sampled many varieties of  chili and cornbread, played games, and had wonderful 
conversations. Here are a few pictures from the evening:

What’s Next?

At our latest meeting, 
we talked about several 
ideas we had for this 
Spring. Among them, a 
springtime progressive 
to visit several of  our 
homes and enjoy new 
ßowers, and a dish-to-
pass dinner. Already on 
the calendar:

¥ April 9
Maundy Thursday 
service in the Chapel, 
bring a dish-to pass

¥ May 2, 8:30 a.m.
Spring Work Party 
(look for the sign up 
sheet in April!)

Rebuilding the Gulf Region
Members of  our Geneva Presbytery traveled to the Gulf  Region in 
January to continue the post-Katrina effort. The group of  23 included 
college students and members from the Ontario and Walworth 
churches. Progress was seen by those who!have gone every year. People 
are moving into new homes, thanks to the volunteers of  groups like 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. We didn't have members of  our 
church go, but we raised $300 from our returnable bottle/can drive 
in the Fall. This helped with their travel expenses and was greatly 
appreciated. - Pam Postle
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Mar 29
9:15 M.E.T 
10a Worship

30
8p AA, Al-anon

31
1p Mission 
Knitters
7p Choir

Apr 1 
7p Finance 

2 
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

3 4
8:30p AA

5
Palm Sunday
2 cents a meal 
9:15 M.E.T
10a Worship

6
7 p Caring & 
Benevolence
8p AA, Al-anon

7
7p Choir

8
7p Session

9
Maundy 
Thursday
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

10
Good Friday

11
8:30p AA

12
Easter
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship

13
8p AA, Al-anon

14
6:30p Music & 
Worship
7p Choir

15 16
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

17 18
8:30p AA

19
Egg Sunday,
Newsltr Ddline
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship

20
8p AA, Al-anon

21
1p Knitters
7p Choir

22 23
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

24 25
8:30p AA

26
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship

27
8p AA, Al-anon

28
1p Mission 
Knitters
7p Choir

29 30
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

May 1 2
8:30p AA

This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 
scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.
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