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[Editors’ note: We enjoyed a lovely evening 
with Ron & Gayle while having ice-cream 
sundaes. Article written by Ron & Gayle]

Gayle grew up in several locations in 
New York State including Oneida, 
Ogdensburg, Rome and Utica. She 
loved to read, resulting in her first job 
at the Utica Library. Gayle graduated 
from Utica Free Academy and after 
attending Potsdam State College 
moved to Clinton with her family. She 
worked for a bank in Utica, and later, 
in Clinton.

Ron, and his younger sister grew up in 
Clinton, a small college town in Central 
New York. Ron played the French horn 
and ice-hockey. He enlisted in the US Air 
Force and after four years, mostly as a 
budget & finance specialist, returned to 
Clinton. He attended Utica College and 
worked for a small accounting firm in 
Clinton.

Ron and Gayle were working in Clinton 
and attending the Methodist Church 
when Ron began to “notice” Gayle in 
church. They dated, were engaged and 
in 1963 married in Clinton. Within a 
few years, the family expanded to include 
daughter Kathryn and son Douglas. 
Although they had immediate family 
and many life-long friends in the Clinton 
area, in 1974 the lure of  a budget 
analyst position for Ron at NCR (in 
Ithaca) prompted a move. They moved 
to Trumansburg in 1974 and joined 
FPCU in 1975.

As a family, the Mac Lean’s spent many 
years camping from Maine to Florida. 
Starting in 1964, they spent 8 years tent 
camping, about 25 years in a fold-down 
camper and finally in self-contained 

trailers, the last of  which they just 
sold last year.

Their life here over the last 34 years 
has been one filled with family, 
friendships, community involvement, 
extensive acquaintances and the 
appreciation of  this beautiful area. 
They were attracted to FPCU by the 
friendliness of  the congregation, and 
especially the welcoming hands of  
Gary & Ann Buchner and Jim & Sue 
Mason who continue to be close 
friends. When their children were 
young, Gayle taught Sunday School 
and Ron served on Session.

Most of  their immediate family live 
locally: Kathryn & her family in 
Newfield, and Douglas in 
Trumansburg. Two granddaughters 
and their youngest grandson (all in 
their teens) are in Newfield; the 
oldest grandson and great-
granddaughter live near Charleston, 
SC. Ron & Gayle have appreciated 
being very close to their 
grandchildren from their births. Life 
in this area, with all it has to offer, 
has allowed them to follow Cornell 

Hockey with season tickets for 25 
years, and attend many of  the local 
music and cultural events.

Gayle was a stay-at-home mom for a 
few years, volunteering in the school 
Learning & Reading Center, and the 
Girl Scouts. She was treasurer and 
board member for the Gemm Shop, 
and treasurer and board member of  
the library for 12 years. Gayle has 
volunteered at the library for over 20  
years. She currently enjoys the local 
Tai Chi program. Gayle re-entered 
the workforce first at Holton’s 
Pharmacy and then for 23 years with 
the US Postal Service. This was a 
perfect place to work for Gayle, as 
she loved working with the public. 

Ron was a volunteer fireman in 
Trumansburg for many years, and is 
now an inactive life member. He was  
a member and past president of  the 
local chapter of  the National 
Association of  Accountants. In the 
mid 80’s, he was active with our local 
Boy Scout Troop 13 , serving as 
scoutmaster. For a few years in the 
1980’s, the NCR-Ithaca plant 
experienced a series of   business 
contractions resulting in reducing 
staff, which in ‘87 involved Ron. He 
then worked as the manager of  
Ehrhart Propane Gas.

Ron & Gayle both retired in 2003. In 
retirement, they have been able to 
travel, seeing some of  the places they 
longed to see. They have always 
loved the mountains and the ocean, 
and find themselves in both places 
and many spots in between.
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The Presbyterian Women’s annual 
rummage sale will be held April 3 
through April 5. Now is the time to 
clean out those closets, garages, 
basements & attics for donation of  
unwanted items! 

We gratefully accept clean and 
intact clothes for all age groups, 
working small appliances, 
furniture, books, jewelry, 
collectables, dishes, toys, tools, you 
name it! Please no mattresses with 
stains or holes. For larger 
appliances that generate a dump 
fee if  unsold (TV’s, microwaves, 
computers and the like) we will be 
happy to take and post a picture 
and description of  the item, to 
assure sale before drop-off  at the 
chapel.

Drop off  hours:

• Tuesday, March 31: 8:30a-4p

• Wednesday, April 1: 8:30a-4p; 
6p-8p

• Thursday, April 2: 8:30a-4p

• Friday, April 3: 8:30a-2p

If  these hours don’t work for you, 
please call Amy @ 532-4865 or 
Jeanette at 277-1358 to arrange 
another time.

Many hands are needed to pull this  
fundraiser off  successfully. A sign-
up sheet is in the chapel for all 

willing to help with sorting and 
pricing, sales and support. No 
experience is needed and all 
helpers (not just women) are 
appreciated.

The rummage sale is currently the 
only Presbyterian Women’s 
fundraiser, and usually generates 
about $2,000. The Prebyterian 
Women’s budget provides fair trade 
coffee for Sunday morning and 
other church functions, kitchen and 
bathroom supplies, designated local 
missions, women’s scholarships,  
and youth camperships. This year 
we also hope to support our youth’s 
mission trip. Unsold items from the 
rummage sale are donated to 
Catholic Charities, Tompkins 
County SPCA, and the Salvation 
Army. If  you have a special charity 
our unsold items could help, you 
are welcome to come in and pack 
up items for your cause.

Aside from the monetary rewards, 
the week spent sorting, cleaning 
and pricing items provides a time 
of  fellowship within our church 
family. It is an opportunity for us to 
open our doors to the greater 
community, to allow them to know 
us better, and provide a service for 
the community. It is recycling at its 
best! -Amy Erickson
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Rummage Sale
APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 5

My Faith Journey
by Pam Postle

I was raised in the Presbyterian and 
Methodist Church.!Worship services, 
Sunday School, evening youth group 
and church social gatherings were a 
regular part of my family's schedule.

I had faith that God was watching over 
me. I believed what I was taught in 
church. After I married and had a son, I 
continued to attend church on Sunday, 
but didn't get involved in anything else. 
(I even took a year off when an interim min-
ister was there). After several years, one 
Sunday,!I looked at the people in the 
pews and realized that I didn't know 
anything about them, except their 
names. I!had become an "attender" but 
hadn't committed to be a participating 
member. I made this commitment and 
began teaching Sunday School, joined 
an adult group, and participated in so-
cial functions.

When we moved to Trumansburg, I con-
tinued this spiritual journey. Rick War-
ren's book, The Purpose Driven Life, has 
clarified many questions for me. For 
example, while our relationship with 
Christ is personal, God wants our 
church family to belong to each other. 
You discover your role in life through 
your relationship with others. Cultivat-
ing community takes time: it's a com-
mitment to protect the unity of the 
church. It means encouraging each 
other and attending on Sunday to sup-
port the pastor, the choir and teachers. It 
means supporting the Session by par-
ticipating in activities, discussion 
groups and mission projects. It means 
changing priorities and how you use 
your time.

Paul's ministry to the early churches 
taught about helping anyone, but giving 
special attention to the family of believ-
ers. You can't love someone in isolation. 
The Bible is the story of God building a 
family who will love him and reign 
with him forever. When we place our 
faith in Christ, God becomes our Father, 
we become brothers & sisters and the 
church becomes our spiritual family.

This is part of my story. I hope it is 
"food for thought" for you.



Farewell from Pastor K
Dear Members and Friends,

Many of  you are 
already aware that 
I will soon be 
ending my service 
at First 
Presbyterian. 
Those who 
received my hand-
out last Sunday 
(March 15th) can safely move on to 
another Grapevine article. For the 
rest, I take this opportunity to share 
a few parting thoughts.  

It has been a deep pleasure and 
blessing for me to serve as pastor of 
FPCU for more than a year now.  I 
came to a congregation that was 
essentially healthy, but in need of  
interim service following the 
retirement of  Pastor Jeff  Kellam.  

We have grown together—through 
worship, personal friendships, the 
work of  the session, its committees, 
the Synthesizers, and finally 
through the work of  the Pastor 
Nominating Committee. We have 
identified strengths from the past, 
and pathways to a new future.

Together we have celebrated, 
meditated, searched, and, a few (yet 
too many!) times, walked through 
the valley of  death’s shadow. 
Always, though, in all places, Christ 
has walked with us. We are not 
quite the people we were when we 
first met. I trust we are at least a bit 
stronger and more mature in our 
faith.

There have been, still are, and 
always will be challenges in seeking 
to be “the family” of  Jesus Christ in 
Trumansburg. But I see in this body 
of  believers a solid and deep 
commitment to one another, to 

Christ, and to the ministry that 
lies ahead.  

Although it would have been my 
privilege to remain with you a 
bit longer, I prepare to leave you 
with the confidence that you are 
ready to welcome a new phase 
of  your journey—including, 
Lord willing, welcoming soon 
your new called pastor.

As for me, I have recently 
become aware of  another 
church in this Presbytery seeking 
pastoral care.  After a good deal 
of  consultation and prayer, I 
sense God’s direction to this new 
field for ministry.  

I shared this information with 
Session at its meeting last week 
and thank our elders for their 
encouraging affirmation.

My last day of  service here will 
be Friday, March 13th. I begin 
service as stated supply pastor of 
the Painted Post congregations 
(Methodist and Presbyterian 
worshipping together) as of  
Saturday, March 14th.  

As you continue your service to 
Jesus Christ in Trumansburg, be 
encouraged by the prophet’s 
words: 

“. . . Those who hope in the 
LORD will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and 
not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 
(NIV)

Thanks for the “run.” You will 
remain precious in my thoughts 
and often in my prayers.  May 
the peace of  Christ be ever with 
you.

- Pastor Glenn Kennedy
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MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

We celebrate birthdays the 2nd 
Sunday of  each month during 
coffee hour. Mak e sure to join 
us on Sunday, Mar ch 8th right 
after church to sing Happy 
Birthday and enjoy special 
birthday treats provided by the 
Personnel Committee. Learn 
more about what they do and 
how you can be involved by 
speaking with Jerry Kraus, Karen 
Perkins, or Diana Bradham after 
worship.

3 Alyssa Pritts
4 Mary Elizabeth Andrew

9 Brandon DeCloux
16 Neil Alling

22 Jacob Lange
28 Neil Henninger
28 Ryan deJager

******************
Also this month, join us 

as we say farewell to 
Pastor K with a special 
coffee hour celebration 

hosted by 
Congregational Life on 

Sunday Mar ch 1st.
******************



2009 Annual Meeting
After joyful conversation and a 
delicious dish to pass, we enjoyed 
our Annual Congregational meeting 
on January 25. If  you were unable 
to attend, read the complete report 
at www.fpcu.info 

Member ship  numbers are always 
of  interest at the Annual meeting. 
Our total membership of  193 1 new 
member by reaffirmation of  faith, 6 
placed on the inactive roll, 2 
transfers, 2 terminations, and 1 
death. While we recognize that we 
are in an interim phase, we 
encourage anyone who is 
considering membership to speak 
with the pastor. If  you are a 
member or friend and haven’t 
attended recently, our doors are 
open and very welcoming.

Each committee member shared 
highlights at the meeting. With the 
exception of  Budget and Finance 
(see below), committee summaries are 
located in the sidebars on this page 
and page 5.

In prior newsletters, you read about 
the potential $20,000 gap the 
church was facing at the end of  
2008. Pastor K gave us a 
Stewardship Challenge in 
November, asking that each 
member try to give an extra $4 per 
day ($280) for the remaining 70 
days of  the year. We met this 
challenge and ended the year with a 
balanced budget, due in part to this 
challenge and lower expenses than 
planned. Thank y ou to everyone!

We are still hoping to receive more 
pledges. Compared with prior years, 
we have received less pledged funds. 
As a result, we have cut back our 
pledge to Presbytery Missions.

All other aspects of  the 2009 budget 
appear to be sound, although we are 
planning on income keeping pace 
with 2008.

In last year’s March issue, we 
printed an article about the detailed 

finances of  the church. In that 
article we talked about “per capita”. 
We pay this for each active church 
member, and it comprises 7% of  
our expenses. It is one of  the 
expenses related to being organized 
in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
and helps support the operation of  
the denomination at all levels. At 
this y earÕs Annual meeting , we 
asked that each member 
consider pa ying his o wn per 
capita ($44). If every member 
pays this , it w ould remo ve 
$8,729 from the budget. Please 
prayerfully consider if  you are able 
to to this.

Additionally, Pastor K pledged to 
continue his income at the same 
level as 2008 to help us with our 
budget crunch. Bryan Lille y 
(Music Director) added his thanks for 
the support he feels from the 
congregation and both choirs. He 
sends kudos to Doris Dunlap for her 
support and musical talent. Bryan 
explained that he does not list the 
anthems in the bulletin because his 
choice of  music depends on the 
talent that arrives for choir on any 
given Sunday. This year he hopes to 
add music to the offertory in the 
form of  congregant talents.

Evelyn Fritz (Mission Knitters) said 
that their needles had clicked all 
year and they passed along 100 
baby hats, 11 lap blankets, 9 
preemie blankets, and 27 prayer 
shawls to needy folks. They all 
enjoyed camaraderie of  the 
meetings, which have grown to 
include other area churches. They 
meet on the last Tuesday of  the 
month:1 p.m., Lange Room.

After the reports were heard, we 
discussed the proposed bylaw 
change. The amendment proposed 
that in Section 12 (Elders),the first 
paragraph be amended to change 
the number of  ruling elders on 
(continued on page 5)
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Committee Reports

Buildings & Properties
Jerry VanOrden thanked every-
one who donated time to keep 
our church facilities in good 
shape. Painting, changing locks, 
landscape maintenance, general 
cleaning, fire code requirements 
and much more were all handled 
by the committee and their many 
“elves” who pitched in!

Caring & Benevolence 
Karen Perkins shared the things 
we’ve participated in. We’ve con-
tributed money to community & 
world needs: fighting hunger, 
disaster relief, protestant student 
programs, Heifer Project, T-Bag 
Designs in Hout Bay (South Af-
rica), children’s books to the 
Peace Corps, supporting a New 
Orleans work project, Christmas 
alternative giving and Church 
World Service.

Christian Education
Deb Regnier shared that 2008 
was a time of learning and grow-
ing for us. A small, but confident 
and determined staff has focused 
on a core mission: youth. High-
lights include: “Beach Party” 
Vacation Bible School, monthly 
high school youth group meet-
ings, a small but committed 
Adult Ed group, an eclectic 
Christmas Pageant, and 29 regis-
tered youth in Sunday School.

Membership & Stewardship
Diana Bradham reported they 
are working hard on our stew-
ardship campaign. This year they 
organized two different cottage 
meetings.  They were well re-
ceived and helped the Synthesiz-
ers define our Mission Statement.  
To meet the challenge of a lower 
pledge base they are are consid-
ering other means of income and 
fund raising.

http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info


Annual Meeting (continued)
Session from 15 to 12. This was 
passed with caution to review the 
committee structure and elder 
requirements with the change in 
mind. Session was already aware of  
this situation and will be addressing 
it in its early meetings.

We elected Karen Bartishevich and 
Gregg Hoffmire for 3-year terms, 
and Barb Melvin for a 1-year term 
on the Session. In the next few 
years, terms will need to be adjusted 
to reflect the change in total 
numbers of  elders on Session.

A Nominating Committee (Polly 
Gutelius, Kate Merriman, and Bruce 
MacQueen) was elected to serve with 
two Session members for the 
following year.

Pastor K thanked the congregation 
for the welcome and helpful hints 
that many members had given “to 
keep him straight”.

Ginny Miller gave the historian’s 
report, including wonderful video 
clips of  older member interviews to 
document memories of  our church.

Kudos and appreciation were 
expressed for many: The Dawson/
Bradham crew for the many tasks 
they take on and accomplish; thanks  
again to Richard for all he’s done to 
help us in the kitchen, and with 
sorrow that he will no longer be 
helping with coffee every Sunday.
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Committee Reports
Congregational Life: Scott Daw-
son and his committee have kept 
us all excited by their wonderful 
diverse programs and thematic 
meals. From a work party in the 
spring to the progressive dinner 
at Christmas (that did not “pro-
gress”), a great time was had by 
all!

Music & Worship: Allison Pritts 
expressed her appreciation to all 
those folks that worked and held 
things together as we worked 
with our new interim pastor. 
They are thinking about new 
opportunities to make our wor-
ship experience a celebratory 
and reflective time for everyone.

Personnel Committee: Jerry 
Kraus indicated that they are 
working on performance evalua-
tions on all of the paid staff. Jerry 
asks also that if anyone is inter-
ested, they’d welcome additional 
members!

PNC: Eric deJager reported that 
they are reviewing many quali-
fied and exciting applicants. 
Some have come through direct 
contact after viewing our web 
site, while others have come 
through the CIF listing. The 
committee is working hard and 
is in hopes of a good match in 
the near future.

Ulysses Presbyterian Women:
Maureen Shallish told us about 
their activities during the year, 
including a visit from the UPW 
Moderator in Geneva Presbytery. 
They have also directed some of 
their funds to the general budget 
for the coming year.

Tent Committee: Chuck Dunlap  
told us of eleven tent set-ups for 
the year. Unfortunately the last 
one blew down and the tent was 
damaged so badly it was sent to 
the factory for repair.

CARING & BENEVOLENCE

The Chinese Community Church in Corning
On January 5th, Anne met with the committee to share the excitement 
and growing joys of  the Chinese Community Church in Corning. Pas-
tor K and Anne are on the committee of  the Presbytery that is support-
ing this church effort. Corning has many Chinese residents who are 
employed by Corning Glass. They are here with their families, which in 
many cases are multigenerational. Some people are fluent in English, 
some are not. Some are from a Christian tradition, some are not. The 
church has developed to meet many needs and interests!

This is a missionary church of  the Presbytery. Currently with about 50 
members and an active Sunday school, the church is growing and has 
now been able to hire a part-time pastor. A Reverend has recently come 
from China to fill this role. The church currently worships at 3:30 p.m. 
at the Corning Presbyterian Church.

The committee and the church are encouraging congregations in the 
area to become involved. Of  course, we can contribute money to sup-
port the growth (hopefully the pastor can provide full-time service soon, 
and!our Caring and Benevolence Committee has made a recent contri-
bution) and there are more ways to be involved. We are invited to wor-
ship with them and share in the fellowship meal that follows. We can 
assist with Sunday School, and of  course, we can pray for the growth of 
this vibrant congregation. For more information, talk to Pastor K.

Tracy Mullen recently married and has a new address in Colo-
rado. Please update your address books: Tracy Mullen Strand , 
2614 Serendipity Circle W-312, Colorado Springs, CO 80917



About our Church 
Books for Hannah

Last spring we collected 
childrens' books to send to 
Hannah Lantos(Eveyln Fritz's 
granddaughter). She was a 
volunteer for the Peace Corps, in! 
Mpika, Zambia.! A new school 
was built and we helped to stock 
the library with books.... They 
have arrived at the village!! If  we 
get pictures or news !from the 
village, I'll pass them on to you. 
Thanks to all who contributed to 
this mission project.!-Pam Postle

Guatemala Mission T rip

Planning continues for a mission 
trip to 
Guatemala 
the first 
week of  
August. Our 
numbers 
continue to grow, with 11 "on 
board" so far. The group will 
consist mostly of  high school 
students that will work at Casa 
Shalom orphanage in Guatemala 
City, helping to paint, build a 
fence, do minor repairs, and lead 
an evening Vacation Bible 
School (en Espanol!). We've met 
with and received full support 
from Caring and Benevolence. 

Our fundraising strategy is to 
take care of  the needs of  the 
orphanage before offsetting our 
own travel expenses ($1,200 per 

person). We’ve begun fundraising 
for supplies for the orphanage. 
by providing baby-sitting for the 
school's Sweetheart Dance, and 
selling our homemade candy for 
Valentine's Day at the Sure Save. 
Look for a bake sale on Easter 
Weekend. We’ll also provide 
"services" around your home this  
spring for donations. 

We’ll soon be selling "shares" to 
support our trip. A share will give 
you trip updates and an 
invitation to lunch on September 
20th to hear about our trip. You 
may also contribute by placing a 
check in the offering plate with 
the designation "Guatemala 
Mission" - Marvin Pritts

FCPU on Facebok

Have you 
joined our 
group on 
Facebook 
yet? It is a 
fun way to 
learn more about people in our 
congregation. Reading profiles 
and seeing pictures gives lots of  
conversation ideas for Sunday 
coffee hour. Already a member 
of  Facebook? It’s easy to join the 
group. Search for FPCU to see it 
listed and click to join - it’s that 
easy! We have 42 people so far. If 
you are interested in joining Facebook 
but need some help, talk to Amy 
Dawson. As the group grows, we 
have another way to share 
church happenings.

When I needed some quick copy 
for the newsletter about a Youth 
Group event, I wrote to several 
of  our teen members on 
Facebook. I heard back right 
away from everyone I wrote to 
and got what needed within an 
hour or two! Embracing this way 
of  social networking really does 
connect us all - whatever 
generation we are a part of. A 
special note of  thanks to Eliza 
Hotchkiss for her quick reply 
with details about the youth 
caroling in December. 
-Amy Dawson
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Budget & Finance 
Report
This is the first of regular 
brief budget reports for this 
year.! David Priester, the 
church treasurer, pays our 
bills and provides totals.

As of Feb 15, our 2009 in-
come is $6,939 and expenses have 
been $4,157.!The largest bills, for 
insurance, per capita, and mission 
projects have not yet been paid. If 
you have questions about the 
budget, ask a member of finance.!  
- Barbara Melvin, chair

Scholarship Applications
Applications for the George Dyke, 
Gordon Brown, Reverend Thomas 
Lange Memorial Scholarship for col-
lege bound seniors are now avail-
able on our website.!Paper copies 
are in the church office and theHigh 
School guidance office.

This award is given annually to a 
student involved in school, church 
and community activities.!A Suc-
cessful applicant will display excel-
lent citizenship and actions that ex-
hibit sensitivity to the needs of those 
around them.

Applications are due to FPCU by 
April 15th.!For more information 
please contact:

• Gerald VanOrden 387-6546

• Maureen Shallish!387-5890

• Ray Bradham!387-3624

Thank You FPCU
The Dickson family!would like to 
thank the church for!our father, Mar-
tha's son and my!husband, Char-
les's funeral.

We!wish to thank everyone who 
helped in the reception with food, 
beverage, and serving.!Also a big 
thank-you to the choir who sang 
Chuck's favorite hymn, "I'll Fly 
Away." Thanks from!wife, 
mother!and children of Charles 
Dickson



A Message from the Trumansburg Food Pantry 
For several years, we’ve 
participated in the Alan Shaw 
Feinstein $1 million Giveaway to 
Fight Hunger program. It is time 
again for us to raise money and 
collect food items to join Mr. 
Feinstein’s fight against hunger in 
our country. Past challenges of  
this program have raised a total of 
$940 million for agencies 
nationwide. Last year our great 
community raised $8,618.44 for 
use in our pantry during the 
March and April campaign. Our 
Feinstein award was $277. We will 
be applying again this year for the 
grant from the Alan Feinstein 
Foundation. If  you plan to make a 

contribution to the Food Pantry in 
2009, please do so in March or 
April. If  you are asked to donate 
canned food to any organization 
during March or April, please 
open your cupboards and give 
generously. You can also bring 
your donations directly to church 
or the box at Shur Save.  Each 
food item counts as $1. Please 
mail your tax deductible 
donations to: Trumansburg Food 
Pantry, P.O. Box 162, 
Trumansburg, NY 14886.

The Food Pantry is sponsored by 
the Trumansburg Area Churches.  
The bi-weekly food distributions 
are at the Methodist Church from 

1-2 p.m. and from 5:30 - 6:30 
p.m. every other Monday. 2008 
saw an increase in client 
participation from 145 to 173 
average monthly households. 
There were 27 hotline recipients 
of  emergency food in 2007, rising 
to 211 in 2008.  
The generosity of  our community 
has always been amazing. Please 
consider helping those who 
depend on the Food Pantry 
during these tough economic 
times. 

-Anne Haus (Pantry Coordinator)

From Music & Worship 
The departure of  Pastor Kennedy presents us with 
another challenge, but also a wonderful opportunity. 
We have dedicated, faithful, and spiritual people in our 
midst who are very capable of  leading us in worship. 
In the recent past, Dave Schneider, Marvin Pritts, and 
Bruce MacQueen have provided wonderful sermons. I 
believe we can utilize members of  the congregation to 
lead us over the next several months, rather than 
employ another interim pastor. The PNC is well on its 
way to recommending a permanent pastor, so the use 
of  local talent will not be required indefinitely.

Corinth, Galatia, Ephesians, Philippians, Colosse, and 
Thesalonica did not have “ordained” ministers. They 

were led by the Spirit, ministered to each other, and had occasional visits and regular letters from Paul or 
Timothy. It is only recently that Protestant churches had the luxury of  hiring professional clergy. I believe 
we have the talent to serve and minister to each other, as was done historically. This could be an 
opportunity for our church to grow in faith and explore new possibilities and callings. I encourage 
anyone who feels the inclination to step out of  their comfort zone and prepare a sermon over the next 
few months to volunteer. The rest of  us should make a special commitment to attend church and support 
those who are willing to serve and minister during this critical time in our church’s life.

If  you are called to participate in this capacity, do not feel constrained by the lectionary. It is a guide, but 
so are life’s circumstances. Earth Day, Holocaust Remembrance Sunday, Passover, Lent and Pentecost 
are potential sermon topics. Call me at 387-6010 or see me after church during coffee hour and sign up 
to serve our congregation in the Ministry of  the Word.

-Allison Pritts, Chair, Music and Worship
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Mar 1
10a Worship
2 cents a meal

2
7 p Caring & 
Benevolence
8p AA, Al-anon

3
7p Choir

4 
7p Finance 

5 
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

6
11a Cong. Life

7
8:30p AA

8
9:15 M.E.T
10a Worship

9
8p AA, Al-anon

10
7p Choir

11
7p Session

12
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

13 14
8:30p AA

15
9:15a M.E.T
Egg Sunday,
10a Worship
Newsltr Ddline

16
8p AA, Al-anon

17
7p Choir

18 19
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

20 21
8:30p AA

22
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship

23
8p AA, Al-anon

24
1p Knitters
7p Choir

25 26
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

27 28
8:30p AA

29
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship

30
7p Caring & 
Benevolence
8p AA, Al-anon

April 1
7p Choir

2 
7p Finance 

3 
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

4
1p Library 
Auction

5
8:30p AA

This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.
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