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[EditorsÕ note: We enjoyed a lovely 
evening with the Pritts family while 
having delicious ice-cream sundaes. 
Article written by Marvin Pritts]

Allison moved in next door to 
Marvin about 26 years ago 
while he was in a Ph.D. 
program in horticulture at 
Michigan State. Putting those 
horticulture skills to work, 
Marvin convinced Allison that 
vegetables from his garden 
tasted much better harvested at 
night Ð at least on those nights 
when Allison was hanging out 
in her back yard, too. Then 
there was the total eclipse of 
the moon and, well, the rest is 
history.
Allison was born in Iowa, the 
third of four children. After a 
few early years in Maryland, 
her family moved to Lansing, 
Michigan where she was raised 
a city girl. In contrast, Marvin 
was raised in an old coal-
mining community in the hills 
of southwestern Pennsylvania 
with one brother and sister. But 
with 32 Þrst-cousins in the area, 
there was no shortage of 
people to play with. The Pritts 

family name was famous in the 
region for moonshine. 
Interestingly, many of the 
children of the moonshiners 
abstained from hard liquor and 
most were religious 
fundamentalists, including 
MarvinÕs parents. Marvin went 
to Bucknell University to study 
biology, then to the University 
of South Carolina, then to 
MSU where he studied 
blueberries for his thesis. They 
both discovered an 
interdenominational church in 
East Lansing that drew them 
much more deeply into 
religious study and an 
exploration of their faith. 

Although Marvin left Allison 
standing by the side of the road 
when he departed for a job at 
Cornell, he eventually called 
her, invited her for a visit, and 
then proposed.

Marvin and Allison were 
married at the MSU chapel in 
1985. Allison Þnished her 
nursing degree at Alfred, then 
worked at various jobs in 
Ithaca. They moved to 
Trumansburg in 1988. Alyssa 
was born on 3/3/93 weighing 
3 lbs. 3 ounces Ð quite a 
premature little girl. Kevin was 
born 3 years later. With two 
children in tow, Allison decided 
to try working from home Ð 
hence, AllisonÕs Acres 
Strawberry Farm was 
conceived. With some newly 
acquired land behind the house 
and a very romantic MotherÕs 
Day gift from Marvin (a John 
Deere tractor), Allison was fast 
becoming a country girl. 

Allison enjoys interacting with 
people, is the substitute school 
nurse at Trumansburg, and 
practices per diem nursing.
(continued on page 2)...
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(PrittsÕ interview continued from pg 1)
Allison enjoys music, sings in 
the choir, and is chair of the 
churchÕs music and worship 
committee. In addition to the 
farm project, with the help of  
Dan Erickson, they are 
renovating an 1860Õs farm 
house Ð a seven year project 
that is nearing completion. At 
Cornell, Marvin conducts 
research and outreach on berry 
crops, and teaches classes in 
horticulture. Since 2002 he has 
been chairman of the 
Department of Horticulture. 
Marvin travels extensively, and 
has visited many developing 
countries to help them with 
berry production including 
Zimbabwe, Kyrgyzstan, Chile 
and China. Marvin teaches 
senior high Sunday School, is 
serving on the PNC, and enjoys 
playing the trombone. He has 
been on mission trips to the 
Dominican Republic and 
Guatemala.
Alyssa plays the clarinet and 
enjoys running cross-country, 
skiing and reading. Kevin plays 
tenor sax, soccer and 
basketball. Both love to travel. 
Alyssa and Marvin went to 
Ecuador and the Galapagos 
Islands in March, and the 
entire family went with the 
Regniers to Namibia this past 
August to view spectacular 
wildlife. 

The PrittsÕs appreciate the 
fellowship at FPCU and its 
commitment to care for the 
creation and for those 
throughout the world that are 
less fortunate.
- by Marvin Pritts

New Years come and go, as 
regularly and as inevitably as 
death and taxes. After 
experiencing enough of them, we 
readily sympathize with the 
"preacher" of  Ecclesiastes who 
insists that there is really "nothing 
new under the sun" (Eccl. 1:9).

New resolutions, 
new cars, new 
politicians, new 
schools, new 
diets, new jobs, 
new friends. Soon 
enough, it seems, 
the excitement of 
every "new" thing 
wears off  and becomes "old hat" 
once more.
Whatever one's political 
perspective, this same sharp, 
paradoxical contrast between 
"new" and "old," between 
anticipated "change" and sudden 
reversion to "what was 
before" (dire economic collapse 
and egregious political 
corruption) stares us squarely in 
the face as we approach another 
New Year.
Perhaps that sort of reality 
explains why the writer of 1 
John, in urging on his readers the 
obligation to love, states at Þrst 
that he is not giving them "a new 
command, but an old one." Yet a 
moment later he insists, "I am 
writing you a new command; its 
truth is seen in [Christ] and you, 
because the darkness is passing 
and the true light is already 
shining." (1 John 2:7-8)

As we face the ambivalence and 
uncertainty of another New Year, 
John's message afÞrms that Jesus 
Christ is the one person who can 
provide a truly "new" take on 
love - a new opportunity to turn 
an old idea into a living reality 
for ourselves and others.

In Christ's birth, 
life and death, we 
are reminded 
over and over 
again that true 
love is not 
centered on what 
makes us feel 
good or 

privileged, but on what 
transforms us from self-righteous 
snobs into self-sacriÞcing disciples 
who can see in every other 
human being the image of God, 
no matter how damaged or 
defaced it might be.

In Christ's birth, life and death, 
we are challenged to see that the 
power of such love, despite the 
darkness into which it has come, 
can still pierce that darkness with 
the light of God's grace. 
God's love, the love of Christ - no 
matter the difÞculties we face - 
still shines, still pierces, still grows 
in us - if  we will allow it, if we 
welcome it.
May this New Year be one in 
which the true love of Christ is 
renewed in each of us, 
transforming not only our own 
stubborn selves, but the broken 
lives of each person our lives 
touch. - Glenn Kennedy
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True Love in the New Year
A (VERY) BRIEF THOUGHT FOR A NEW YEAR



Stewardship Luncheon
On Sunday, December 7th the 
congregation gathered for our 
annual soup and sandwich 
luncheon. This function is 
scheduled as part of Pledge 
Sunday - the day we all bring our 
pledges to church. Every year the 
Membership and Stewardship 
Committee hosts this lovely 
luncheon of thanksgiving and 
celebration. 

The luncheon was a great 
success! Many members of the 
church provided fantastic soups - 
from potato leek, to Mexican 
tortilla, chili and some fantastic 
chicken options. Ray & Diana 
Bradham, John Kirkman, Bruce 
MacQueen, and Richard Pang 
grilled up some delicious grilled 
cheese sandwiches to go with the 
assortment of soups. Folks 
engaged in lively conversation 
and had the opportunity to 
connect with their fellow 
members over a delicious meal.

This year, the committee gave 
out mugs as a way to thank 
members and friends for their 
monetary contributions to the 
life of our church. In these 
challenging Þnancial times, we 
want to assure each and every 
member and friend that we are 
extraordinarily aware of the 
need to be frugal. These mugs 
were made possible by donations 
donations from several members 
of the church, some of whom 
wish to remain anonymous. No 
chur ch funds w ere used to 
pur chase them.!Their 

message, from the MacQueen 
family, is one that resonated with 
those of us on the committee 
and we were happy to share it 
with you: Faith Makes Things 
Possible, Not Easy.

Pledges Are Still W elcome
While we have had the ofÞcial 
ÒPledge Sunday,Ó this does not 
mean that pledges are no longer 
needed. If  you havenÕt yet 
decided what your family can 
give to the church, please 
consider your contribution as the 
new year begins. Pledge 
envelopes may be put into the 
collection plate any Sunday 
during the offering time. 
Prayerfully consider what you 
can give to the work and mission 
of our church as you celebrate 
Christmas and New YearÕs.

Thanks to all and God Bless!

- Diana Bradham
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JANUARY

BIRTHD AYS 

We celebrate birthdays the 
2nd Sunday of each month 
during coffee hour. Make 

sure to join us on Sunday, 
Januar y 10th right after 

church for special birthday 
treats provided by the 

Member ship & 
Stewardship Committee .
WeÕll sing Happy Birthday 
and enjoy fellowship, and 

learn more about this 
committee.

2 Dan DeCloux
 4 Kate Merriman

5 Darlynne Overbaugh
5 Karissa Zaharis

6 Michelle Peterson
10 Sam Bryant

15 Tracy Mullen
16 Russell Henniger

18 Ray Bradham
19 Kim deCoudres
20 Gayle MacLean
22 Rebecca Riley 

Bryant
25 Joan Kellam
26 Jean Dawson

27 Russell Peterson



Senior High Youth
We braved the 10-degree 
weather on the Þrst day of winter 
to spread Christmas joy singing 
carols for the community. We 
caroled up Whig Street and 
through Juniper Manor. 
Everyone we sang for enjoyed it 
and thanked us. It was really 
great to bring smiles and joy, and 
spread Christmas spirit!The 
warm hot chocolate and tasty 
goodies were a welcome treat 
when we returned. Our next 
gathering will be the afternoon of 
Saturday January 10 from 3:30 - 
5 playing kickball in the High 
School gym with the St. James 
youth group. WeÕll cap off  the 
time with a pizza dinner. 
-Deb Koehler & Eliza Hotchkiss-Yaeger

Per Capita
Per Capita is a payment we make 
for each active church member. 
This is one of the expenses 
related to being organized in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and 
helps support the operation of 
the denomination at all levels. 
This year, our per capita is $43 
for each active church member. 
These funds are allocated in the 
following ways, supporting 
operational costs, meetings, 
Stated Clerk's ofÞces, mission 
councils and administrative 
expenses:

¥ Presbytery ($33.09)
¥ General Assembly ($6.15)
¥ Synod of the Northeast ($3.76)
Some people have asked in the 
past if they may pay their own 
per capita. The church's annual 

budget pays for everyone's per 
capita. However, if  you wish to 
pay your own per capita, you 
may place an envelope in the 
offering plate designated as such.

Guatemala Mission

Several youth and adults from 
the church are planning a 
mission trip to Guatemala in 
early August. The group will 
work at Casa Shalom orphanage 
where they will help with repairs 
and teach the children. TheyÕll 
also paint, build a fence, and 
deliver health supplies.

During the next several months, 
the youth will be fundraising for 
supplies. One way to support the 
trip is to ask the youth to help 
you with tasks around the home 
(387-6010), and then make a 
donation for the trip through the 
church. Snow shoveling, leaf 
raking, and baby sitting are some 
of the options.

Although the economy is 
creating hardships for us, we 
recognize that the magnitude of 
hardship is much greater for 
orphans in a developing country. 
Please consider ways you can 
help.- Marvin Pritts
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MET: A New Adult Group
Sundays 9:15am-9:55am

Lange Room

We are studying Rick Warren!s, The 
Purpose-Driven Life . We have 

handouts to catch you up, if you'd 

like to start the new year by joining 

this group. This book provides 

guidelines for Christian living in the 

21st century...a lifestyle based on 

eternal purposes, not cultural val-

ues. Using biblical stories and letting 

the Bible speak for itself, Warren 

clearly explains God!s five purposes 

for each of us:

¥ We were planned for God!s pleas-
ure, so your Þrst purpose is to of-
fer real worship.

¥ We were formed for God!s family, 
so your second purpose is to en-
joy real fellowship.

¥ We were created to become like 
Christ, so your third purpose is to 
learn real discipleship.

¥ We were shaped for serving God, 
so your fourth purpose is to prac-
tice real ministry.

¥ We were made for a mission, so 
your Þfth purpose is to live out real 
evangelism.

You can join us any week: no 
preparation required! Contact 
Pam Postle with any questions at 
387-5356 or by e-mail: 
Lppostle@aol.com. Child care is 
provided in the Nursery.

mailto:Lppostle@aol.com
mailto:Lppostle@aol.com


Pie & Game Night
40-50 people gathered in the chapel on 
Tuesday, November 20th at 6 p.m. for 
the 3rd annual pie night. This year we 
added games, including a Nintendo Wii, 
many board games, and pool and Pictionary 
down in the senior youth room. 

There were fantastic pie choices made from 
by many and delicious ice-cream to top it 
off. Many chose to forgo dinner so they 
could eat A LOT more pie! 

It was a fun inter-generational mix of folks 
where everyone from age 3 to 93 enjoyed 
fantastic desserts and got involved in many fun games. It was a fun way to kick off  a vacation week - 
starting family time with our church family.

Thanksgiving Breakfast
On Thanksgiving morning we gathered for our annual Thanksgiving 
breakfast at 9 a.m. in the Chapel. About 25 of us gathered for a great variety 
of food including; sausages, egg casserole, hard boiled eggs, bagels, fruit, 
assorted juices, mufÞns, sweet breads and more.

We had terriÞc conversation to kick off  a very special day of Thanksgiving. 
It was a lovely way to start the day - thanking God for all of our blessings 
and sharing fellowship with our church family. 

Trumansburg Presbyterian Dinner
On Saturday December 13th, Deb & Ariel Regnier hosted our annual 
TP Dinner at their house. About 50 of us gathered on this cold and snowy 
evening to enjoy delicious appetizers, desserts, and lovely company 
at the RegnierÕs home. Deb had her home beautifully decorated, 
providing a lovely, welcoming party atmosphere. 

Anne Buchner and Doris Dunlap led the group in carol singing. 
For parents with younger children, Julia and Madeline Bialke 
offered baby sitting in the Chapel. The kids all had a great night 
out while their parents enjoyed some adult conversation. 

Save the Date - Chili Night is Back!
As winter sets in we look forward to our third annual Chili Night. 
This year, weÕre also adding games to this fun annual event. 

Please save the date Wednesday Febr uar y 18th. Invite a friend to join you!
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offered as the Christmas season 
approaches. Any unused 
Caring and Benevolence funds 
will be passed on to 
Presbyterian Missions at the 
end of 2008.

¥ We voted to continue Glenn 
KennedyÕs appointment as 
interim minister until such time 
as we have a new minister.

¥ The new Trumansburg Fire 
Inspector paid us a visit and 
found several problem areas 
that we are addressing.

¥ We set the date of the Annual 
Meeting for January 25.

¥ We will present a change in By-
Laws at our annual meeting to 
reduce the number of ruling 
elders on Session to 12 instead 
of 15. This is more in keeping 
with the number of 
congregants in our church..

Please feel free to contact any 
member of the Session if you 
have suggestions, ideas, interests 
that we can help you bring to 
fruition.

Web Site Update

We are incredibly grateful for the 
complimentary hosting from 
presbychurch.net since 2000. 
Unfortunately, they have ceased 
their mission of providing free 
hosting services to Presybterian 
churches. Therefore, we've 
secured a new domain for our 
web site! Visit our new web site 
home at http://www .fpcu.info.

Session Highlights
Have you wondered what goes 
on at Session meetings? Session 
meets at least once a month 
usually on the second 
Wednesday. We met on 
December 10 and talked about 
many issues.

¥ Pastor Glenn is continuing with 
the weekly Liturgy Bible Study 
at Evelyn Fritz home on 
Thursday mornings at 11. Pam 
Postle is doing !"MET"- Mutual 
Encouragement Time 
(Romans:1:12)!! Sunday 
mornings, 9:15-9:55 a.m. in 
the Lange Room.

¥ Congregational Life is 
planning many exciting events. 
The Progressive Dinner was 
12/13 at 6 p.m. at Deb 
Regnier's house. December 28 
will be "Sugar Rush Sunday" - 
bring your leftover Christmas 
cookies to share! Chili Night/
Game Night: Wednesday 
February 18 at 6 p.m. Allison 
and Deb will also host a dish-
to-pass in March (date TBD) to 
talk about their trip to Africa.

¥ PNC Ð Pastor Nominating 
Committee has applications 
coming in and is busy at work.

¥ New pledges for 2009 are 
coming in and we are looking 
at the budgeting for 2009.

¥ Caring and Benevolence 
committee. Church World 
Service collection kits have 
been collected. Alternative 
giving options are again being 
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Thank You!

Richard Pang has been a 
helpful presence in our 
kitchen on Sunday mornings, 
helping out by making the 
coffee we all enjoy during our 
coffee hour. As of the New 
Year, Richard will unfortu-
nately no longer be making 
coffee for coffee hour.

We sincerely thank you, Rich-
ard, for your many years of 
faithful service to the church 
in this way. We will certainly 
miss your contribution to our 
coffee hour and fellowship, 
and wish you all the best!

A Note About Coffee Hour
We always welcome signups 
for coffee hour - the signup 
sheet is available in the 
Chapel. When you sign up, 
we will be sure to have clear 
instructions available for how 
to make coffee. It will only 
take several minutes of your 
pre-worship time to get it 
started! Thanks for your con-
tinued support of this integral 
part of our fellowship!
- S. Dawson, Congregational Life



Pastor Nominating
Committee Update

The PNC is still meeting every Sunday from six to seven-
thirty. We plan on taking two weeks off  for the holidays 
and will rejoin on January fourth. We are steadily getting 
through about Þfteen PIFÕs every week using the ÒÞrst 
review processÓ. For the Þrst review process, each member 
of PNC reads the PIFÕs and takes notes on what they 
liked; and disliked. They choose to get to know the 
candidate better or to tell them we arenÕt interested. The 
following week at the meeting, the PNC discusses each of 
the candidates and then chooses as a group whether to 
contact them further, or not. Our current status is shown 
in the table at the right.

The PNC is becoming more conÞdential as we review 
these candidates and our updates will be limited. The 
PNC is still updating our web site with information from 
the C.I.F. See the Pastor Search link on our church web 
site at http://www .fpcu.info check it out. It has 
information about the area we live in and our church. 
- Kelsey Melvin

Koehler Drive
Max Koehler 
drives to the net in 
a recent basketball 
match-up between 
Trumansburg and 
Marathon. Max is 
a Junior guard on 
the team this year.

Do you have a picture, 
quote or anecdote youÕd 
like to share with others 
through the Grapevine? 
See our contact details at the bottom of the address box on 
this issue to let us know!

An Armoire Appeal
We are planning on doing some 
modest renovation work in the 
PastorÕs Study this Spring. We need 
your help! We plan to paint, put up 
new curtains, and do some other 
minor things in the room.

However, the most important thing 
we need is an armoire: one that 
can Þt the pastorÕs robes and suits. 
It needs to have a compartment tall enough to Þt 
these articles.

If  you have an armoire that Þts the bill that youÕre 
willing to donate to your church, please do let us 
know! We appreciate the help! 
- The Dawson, Dawson and Bradham Families
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PERSONAL INFORMATION FORMS

Total PIFÕs Received 30

PIFÕs Reviewed 27

New PIFÕs Since Last Meeting 3

INDIVIDU AL REVIEW TOTALS

Yes 13

Maybe 3

No 11

ROUND 1

Group Review Follow-ups Sent 1

Request Sermon Tape/D VD 1

Sermon Tape/D VD Received 1

ROUND 2

Group Interviews Scheduled 0

http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Jan 4
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship
2 cents a meal

5
7 p Caring & 
Benevolence
8p AA, Al-anon

6
7p Choir

7 
7p Finance 
7p Bible Study

8 
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

9 10
8:30p AA

11
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship

12
8p AA, Al-anon

13
7p Bible Study
7p Choir

14
7p Session

15
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

16 17
8a Blood Drive
6p TP Dinner
8:30p AA

18
9:15a M.E.T
Egg Sunday,
10a Worship
Newsltr Ddline

19
8p AA, Al-anon

20
7p Choir

21
7p Bible Study

22
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

23 24
8:30p AA

25
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship
11a Annual Mtng 

26
8p AA, Al-anon

27
1p Knitters
7p Bible Study
7p Choir

28 29
11a Lectionary 
Study Group

30 31
8:30p AA

Feb 1
9:15a M.E.T
10a Worship

2
7p Caring & 
Benevolence
8p AA, Al-anon

3
7p Choir

4 
7p Finance 
7p Bible Study

5 6
1p Library 
Auction

7
8:30p AA

This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 
scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.

mailto:scott@dawsonmediadesign.com
mailto:scott@dawsonmediadesign.com
http://ulysses.presbychurch.org
http://ulysses.presbychurch.org
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com

