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ld & ]ean Dawson - An Interview?

A SERIES OF ARICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION .

Ed and &an ae longtime
members of our dhurch. Ean
joined when shewas in 8th gade
and Ed joinel when they married
(hewas adrmer Baptist). hey
were married in 1970. They were
both members ofthe Chapé
Bdlringers each for over 20 years
One of Jean®fondestmemories of
our church is when shewas a little
girl sitting with he Grandmothe
Edith Herson eery Sundy
morning Her parents and
paternal gandpasents were
lifetime membe's

Jean gew up on Cyuga Stest,
an only aild, but shewas®
londy! Sheand he parents lived
in a duple with theDickson
family (Martha & Stuart and the
3 cdhildren: Challes (Fud), M&nie
& Bob). The houss net door
were homes to theGutdius family
(5 dildren) and theMcConnél
family (5 dildren), so in thos8
house vere 14 kids! hey had
marny wondeful memories of
hopscotb, roller-skaing, OKick-
the-CanO gmes and BBQs

Jean gaduaed from SUNY
Genese, majoring in Elenentary
Educdion and minoring in Fine
Arts. Shewas a studs teacher in
Attica and Canandaigua. She
earned hea graduae degree from

SUNY Cortland onemonth
before giving birth to Scott.

Jean taught seond and thid
grades heein Trumanshrg for
35 years and is ery proud tha
shehostel 21 studat teachers
over theyears In retirement, she
still substitute and is a priate
math tutor. Sheworks with home
bound studats is coresponding
secretary for the Ulysses Historical
Socigy, and eads @ week to
children at thelibrary.

Ed gew up in Covert, oneof four
children. He joined theU.S Navy
after graduaion, and seved four
years in \arious parts othe
world. One of the most &citing
parts ofhis sevicewas aboat the
comrrunicaion ship A¥lingtonO,
where heworked with NASA
Apollo splashdens in thePacibc.

Following his disisargefrom the
sevice Ed joinal Tompkins

County Trust Company (nov
Tompkins Fust), vhere he
worked for thenext 37 '/, years
retiring as a \ce President. He
has seved as an Eldeand on the
FinanceCommittee of our
church. He was a commitee
member, Treasuer and actie
parent with our local By Scout
Troop 13. Hehas seved on the
boards ofthe Grove Cemetery
Associéion, Trumanshurg Seaior
Citizens Inc. and theCayuga
Chambe Orchestra.

In retirement, heenjoys working
on his faorite hobby, wood-
working, as vell as bicgling
reading gardening and
landscaping

Jean and Ed leeto travel, and
would liketo se parts ofour
country and theworld that they@e
never seen beore.

But by far the most important
thing for both of them is ther
wondeaful family! They are
incredibly blesseé to have two
sons Scott & Tony, and (afte
years of waiting), thg Pnally got
their girls: daughtesin-law Amy
& Sophie They have two
granddildren, Elizabéh &
OXande.. who hdp keep
permanent smiles on thé faces




DECEMBER
BIRTHD AYS

THIS MONTEH

This fall, ve cdebrate
birthdays the2nd Sundg of
eadh month during cdke
hour. Makesuee to join us in
Sunday, December 14th
right afte church for speial
birthday treats piovided by the

Finance Committee.

Wed sing Hapyy Birthday and
enjoy fdlowship This is also an
opportunity to larn more
about vhat the Pnance
committee does Dr the church.

4 Ava Bryant
4 Elizabeth Davson
8 Weslg Regnier
12 Sarah Shneider
13 Dean Erickson
13 Zack Spott
14 Linda Andrew
21 Claire Melvin
22 Larry Postle
26 Ed Riley
30 Tracy Kirkman
31 Kelsg Melvin
31 Polly Gutelius

On Sundy,
November 16,
approximately 50
peoplejoined togeher
at four homes br our
seond sees of
cottagemeetings

Cojc]tage Meeﬁngs

@M% [Ty - or silet auction.

ideas includea teen

2P -
aghig 2

Theseactivities
help raisefunds and
provide for

Thefeedback fom all
meetings was
uniformly positie -
from thefacilitaors
and hosts (Bradhams
VanOrdens Barb
Melvin, and Pstles)

We discusstthe
PNC progress
reviewed the CIF, and
gathered more input
for the PNC. We
learned about hov
our web siteis a hub
for information about
our church, and vere
optimistic thawelll
attract somegood
candiddes We gave
personal tetimonials
of what the church
provides to menbers

and discusskepledging and

fundraising

Someof the more common thenes

are listed hee

Youth and Critical Mass: How
can v increasethe numbe of
teens and pung adults and dieve
a critical massof efective

programs? his include

intergenerational activities and
perhaps veorthwhile oneoff or

Why do we
attend FPCU?

OThee's a definite
feeling of "family",
found at activities,
in the kitchen,
working on the tent
crew and visiting at
coffee hourThee is
also a wide range
of ages and opper
tunities to have in
tergenerational e-
lationships, at sup
pers, worship,and
other activitiesO

fellowship

“We are Family”
Thediscussions
themsdves in the
relaxed
atmosphee of
membea's homes
were a major
positie for the
participants: a
reafPmation of
thewam
fellowship and "ve
are family" tha we
talk about. Vé
need to do more of
that reafPmation.

Continue the
Cottage
Meetings

The general
cons@asus was tha

we should contine having these

meetings and "maket” them

better, provide alternate dates

and makesure that the topic(s)
are inviting, interesting non-

confrontational and allev for
relaxed discussion.

Thanks to all Wwo worked on

this event! It really does take

"unsen dfort" to makethem
seem relaxed.

ongoing fundraising pjects Some - Bruce MacQueen &rPBsle




What!s a Frustrated
Worshiper T o Do?

Okay, so you concede that not
every hymn has to be your favor-
ite. But what if it seems like your
favorite hymn or praise song
never makes it to the top?

¥ Take a moment and look
through our hymnal, another
hymnal, or your favorite song
book and jot down the titles of
hymns or praise songs you!d
like to sing in the future. Then
put your list in the pastor!s
mailbox at church—or pass it
along to the Worship Commit-
tee. Specific suggestions are
welcome, but—truth to tell—
seldom received.

¥ Our church website has two
lists of hymns welve used,
sorted by date and hymn num-
ber. Itls possible that one of
your favorites was sung when
you were out boating or hunt-
ing or visiting Aunt Tillie in
Texas! You might be surprised
and pleased with the variety of
hymns and praise songs that
welve used in worship. If you
would like a hymn used again,
let the pastor or Worship
Committee know.

¥ Although we sometimes use
hymn inserts, the overall vari-
ety of hymns we sing is limited
significantly by the content of
our current hymnal. If you
come across a worship re-
source (hymnal, song book or
anything else) that you believe
would enhance our worship as
a substitute or supplement to
our current hymnal, share your
suggestions with us.

¥ Maybe youlve been harboring
some wild worship idea. Well,
donlt keep it to yourself! Write
it down and give it to us. But
beware, if it!s your idea, you
just might be asked to help
implement it!

9
Minister s Musings

One of our recent cottagemeetings
highlighted the desire for worship
using tymns with a Obebratory
spirit.O e Advent seson with its
joyous céebration of Christ®
coming and pesenceamong us
onceagin drawsusto the center of
what Christian worship and
cdebration is all about.

For me exploring over mary years
and in diversecontets thedepth
and bieadth of how one
OctebratesO wrship has ben a
stretching lut broadening and
indeed joyous &perience Growing
up in a faity traditional tut
evangdically-oriented (read Omostly
liturgy-freeO) burch backgound, |
was for sometime, put of by the
more staid (and sontienes stachy,
it seemed) music ofmore liturgical
and particulaly the Catholic
traditions Later in my ministry, it
was thevery informal, Odtthe-
wallO praissongs thiachallenged
my serseof what debned
OappopriateO nusic br worship In
the end, | have found tha stretching
my peasonal peferences in nusic
and worship has ben spiritually
stimulating rather than sti3ing

The enrichment of Pnding jy in
mary different kinds ofworship
music and stykethd | have
discovered by experiencehas simply
underscoed what comes thiough
quite clearly both in Scriptue and
in life: the nature of true worship
true cdebration, and truegjoy is
colored not only ty our owvn
personal backgund and
preferences but also ly the context
and contat of each particular
worship eent.

Theworship and clebration, for
example of both a funeal sevice
and a Sundg-morning youth day
are equally \alid, yet quite different.

Odsu, dy of Man® DesiringO is a
classic ofiegply-ref3ective,
meditative, yet quiet joy in worship
while a contenporary praisesong
sud as Ofhis is theDayO or O®/
Bring theSacribcef PraiseO or
any numbe of traditional spirituals
highlight a moe actiwe, exubeant,
expressie form of faith. More
speibc to thesason, OSite NightO
and Qdy to theWorld,O ae at once
quite different, yet equally jojous
equally worshipful.

Let me sugyest a simplexercise
that has héped me over the years
to greatly enlargethe rangeof
worship nmusic tha | have cometo
experienceas both ciebratory and
joyful. In worship always bcus bst
on thewords ofhymns Noticehow
they ref3ect or complenent the
overall worship thene or worship
context. Se2 how they cdebrate and
lead us to Pnd hopand joy in the
graceof God in &sus Christ. Alley
yoursdf, then, to experiencethe
music as a compieent to the
words not simply fom the
perspetive of whether or not it bts
a particular (or peferred!) music
form. If the music (Mnether fast or
slaw, traditional or conteporaty)
enhance a maningful mesageit
should inded bean instrumat of
cdebration and jo/ in thedespest
sese

Finally taketime even before the
prst hymn is sung to debrate
inwardly thepresenceof Christ
among usthe power of the Holy
Spirit to bind ustogeher, the love of
God tha draws us (or ought to dna
us) to wrship in thebrst placeand
you just might Pndgurséf
discavering joy in worship een
when the pastor neglected (agin!)
to includeyour favorite hymn or
praisesongt- Pagor Kennedy




Senior HigL Youth Group

CROP Walk

The senior high youth
participaed in therecent CROP
Walk, rake in hand. ey
thought it was nicehen people
cameout to thank then for
raking ther yards along the-
mile loop A few were espeially
tired becausethey ran theChris
Bond 5k th&tmorning.. add in
raking a daen lawns and a fe
more miles.. whew!

Gunther Keil

o o ’?’\
On Sunda, November 9th, the
youth goup toued Gunthe
K eil@ workshop vhere he creates
wooden toys Mr. Kell spesializes
in wooden animals Noah's Aks
and Naivity sés He immigrated
to theU.S as a pofessor of
German Literature. He raises
sheep, bees and usethetrees
that grow on his land.

His designs ae known in theOld
and Nev World. They arein the
permanent collection of the Toy
Museaum in Nuremberg,
Germary and theHartsville
Musaum in Hartsville NY. They
have also ben displged in the
"Toys br all Ages" shav @ the
Smithsonian, and mosecently
in Paul J Smith's "Objets br

UsdHandmade by Design”
shav a the American Craft
Museum in New York City. His
designs hee been pulisheal in
Fine Woodworking Design
Books and The Woodworker's
Journal and in thebook,
"Objects br Usé€' published in
conjunction with thexhibition
at the American Craft Musem
in 2001.

Gunthe's work, espeially the
miniature habitas and aks
express thdragility and
exquisitaness oflife, which is too
easily brgotten in our technical
world. He shaved us the
different equipment usel is
creating thesebeautiful
collectibles Our own Eliza
Hotchkiss warks br Guntha.

‘ I & “i KT. A, "{,
Lean mar about Gunther#il®

Applesvok$op on the web at
wwwwildgplesom

Christmas Caroling

The next Senior High gathering
will be Sundg, Decambe 21, &
6 pm. We will go Christmas
camling with othe area youth
groups Comemakea jojous
sound ér our neghbors

Bring a Rashlight and 2 den
cookies to shag -Deb kehler

Red Cross Bloodmobile

The local blood drive, sponsored by
the Trumansburg
Area Council of
Churches, is held
every 8 weeks on
Saturdays in our
Chapel. The reg-
istration desk and
canteen are run
by community
volunteers. Interested in helping for
a 2 1/2 hour period, or in learning
more? Training is available here in
town by the Red Cross. Contact
Polly Gutelius at 387-5180 or Nancy
Van Orden at 387-6456. The next
blood drive will be on December 13.

MET: A New Adult Group

Mutual Encouragement Time, or
“MET” (taken from Romans 1:12),
meets Sundays from 9:15-9:55 a.m.
in the Lange Room.

American
Red Cross

We're discussing A Purpose Driven
Life, by Rick Warren. Handouts are
given as a supplement for thought
and prayer during the week."The
handouts will be on the sign-up table
at coffee hour each week for anyone
to take.

You can join us any week: no prepa-
ration required! Contact Pam Postle
with any questions at 387-5356 or

by e-mail: Lppostle@aol.com. Child
care is provided in the Nursery.

Membership & Stewardship

Sunday December 7th is Pledge
Sunday. There will be a soup and
sandwich lunch in the chapel follow-
ing worship. A variety of soups will
be available for you to sample (with
recipes available for handouts!),
some of which may become family
favorites.A sign-up sheet will be in
the chapel for those who would like
to share their favorite soup, chili or
stew. We look forward to worship-
ping and sharing a meal with you
that day.-- Diana Bradham
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Session HingigL’cs

Have you wondeed what goes
on & Session metings? Sgsion
meets & least oncea month,
usually on thesecond
Wednesdg. We me on

November 12th and talkd about

a lot of issua
¥ Memorial sevicefor Mabd

King. Our prayers ae with the

family
¥ With recent pledges gifts and

other income we are shrinking
the siz of our year-end debcit.

Our major commitmets br
insurance Ope capitaO due
and Reshyterian mission gall
levels have been paid br the
year and thenormal monthly
expenses br salaris and
utilities ae covered. SinceOct.
26th we have reduce the
potential debcit ky 20%. This
IS good ne/s

¥ The Caring and Baevolence
committee is coodinating the
creation and colletion of
Church World kits Alternative
giving options will a@n be
offered & Christmastime

¥ The Music and Vérship

committee is kusy planning our

Christmas swices

¥ The Steavardship/Membership

Session Committees

We have eight session
committees thd collectively do
much of thework needed to

keep our curch running

Want to learn more? Eah
committee has a spabc bcus
Committee descriptions a& on
the bulletin board outsidethe
church ofbce

If you@e interesta in joining a
committee or learning more,
simply ead out to a committe
chair listel bdow!

Committee Chairs

¥ Caring and Benevolence
Karen Perkins
532-4409

¥ Congregational Life
Scott Davson
387-7031

¥ Music & Worship
Allison Ritts
387-6010

¥ Christian Education
Deb Regnie
387-5413

¥ Membership &
Stewardship
Diana Bradham
387-3624

committee is excited about the ¥ Buildings and Properties

cottagemeetings and looking
forward to thesoup and
sandvich luncheon to Pnalie
our pledgedrive on 12/5

Pleasefed free to contact ag
membe of the Session ifyou
have sugestions ideas interests
that we can hép you bring to
fruition.

Dan Erickson
532-4865

¥ Personnel
Jerry Kraus
387-7863

¥ Finance
Barbara Mdvin
273-2895

Caring & Benevolence

Daily Devotional

Anyone inter ested in daily
devotions may get them
through the mail by writing to
RBC Ministries, PO Box 2222,
Grand Rapids, MN 49501-
2222 or online atwww .rbc.org

Church World Service Kits
November is a month in

which to be especially thank-
ful. We are asking everyone to
contribute items for Chur ch
World Service kits. Lists of the
items for a kit are available in
the Chapel. Either bring some
of the things on the list and
weOll complete each kit, or
join another family in making
up a complete kit. If you have
leftover stur dy material for a
140x160 bag, bring it and
weOll sew up the needed bags.

Ministry for our Members
Members of the C&B commit-
tee are baking "goodies" and
visiting our members who ar e
unable to attend worship and
fellowship. If you would like
to contribute quick br ead and
cookies and/or be a visitor ,
please contact Kaen Perkins
at (532-4406).
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Pastor Nominaﬁng Commiliee Upcla’te

ThePN.C. has compled the church information form! It was appoved by the Preshytery on
November 4, 2008. Our érm is nav postel on thePreshytery® ndional listing and intessted pastos
can nav discoer the open Call & First Reshyterian Church of Ulyssa We will takesteps brward in the
reviewing process ofcandidaes Depending on hav mary maches we ga we will have to all review the
candidaes on our avn and discuss thea meetings The Preshytery® daabasematches our C.1.Fwith
Pastor Inbrmation Forms (PF®) baseé on compdibility. We then receve about te a a timeof these
matches Dr us to consideThe PN.C. will becomevery conbdatial as v begin to review these
candiddes and upd#es will beomelimited. The PN.C. has ben updding our web sitewith
information from theC.l.F. See the Pastor Sarch link onhttp://www .ulyssepreskychurch.org/ to

check it out. It has irdrmation about thearea we live in and our @wurch. -Kelsy Melvin

Trumansl)urg Presl)g’terian Dinner

One of our church's holidg traditions is thdrumanshurg
Preshyterian (T.R) Dinna. This is an adultwening of
socializing and deious 6od. It is sheduled for Saurday
December 13th & 6 pm. Deb Regnie will be hosting us in
her homefor hors-d'oeuvres and desets.

We will contirueto offer childcare in our Chapé Audrey,
Julia, and Madéne Bialkewill provide an excdlent evening
for your dhildren in the Sunda Stool spaceParents ae
askel to ofer a dondion to thegirs r ther time.

Watch for signup shets pr baly sitting hors-d'oauvres and
dessets in theChapd! If you haven't participaed bdore, consideit. It's a

ddightful evening ofering a cianceto ge¢ acquaintel with somepeoplewho might sit on thethe
sideof the church! Questions? Cone@s? Ned more info? Call D& Regnie 3875413

An Oppor]cunilcg to Lelp our Neiglllbors

We are a contrituting maenbe of the Food Distrikution Nework of Tompkins
County Ther goal is to maksuee that everyonein the county has mough to et by
providing highguality bod & no cost. Rcipients ae residents of Tompkins

County who have trouble geting enough to et for themsdves and the families A&
Our church will run thefood panty thisDecember (1,15,& 29). We sé up

tables and distribte food. Sign up in th&€hapd, call Dee Hendrix (3875204) or
Kris Alling (2725511,Neilalling@aol.conif you can hép ary of thesedates - KrisAlling
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Odds & Emls

¥ Bulletins & Announcenents br
Sunday Sevices ae doneby
Kris Alling and Linda Andrew. If
you have a messagéor the
bulletin send it to Kris &
neilalling@aol.conor contact
Linda & the church (3878185).
To meet our printing dedling
we need all announcments ty 9
a.m. on Fidays

¥ Scott and Ay put togéher our
monthly issug of the Grapevine
newsldter. The deadlineis the
third Sundg of the month (net
deadline Jnuary 20).
Contributions ae welcomeand
encouragéd. Email yurs to

amy@eanoticakescomanytime

during themonth.

¥ Our Buildings & Gounds
committee chair is Dan Erickson
532-4865.Pleasecall Dan or ag
othe committee membe if you
noticesomehing tha needs to
be done Committee membe's:
Bill Kolberg 2794998

kolbag@ithaca.du and &rry
VanOrden 3876546

Jnvanoden@aol.com

¥ We contirue to offer hearing
devices br the Sundy Sevices
If you ne=d one se Neil Alling
in the back ofthe sanctuay.
Nell also tape every sevice If
you would liketo borow a tape
or takeit to somenewho is

unalde to makeworship please
let him know.

¥ Do you want to us¢he Chapd?
Parker Melvin does the

stheduling You can contact him
by email
parkermevin@gmail.conor
phone607227-8549.

A Minister's View o{ Iraq

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER YOUSIF JAMIL ALSAKA SHARESHIS
VIEWS ABOUT THE WAR IN IRAQ

On Octobe 29, Yousif amil al-  Alliance Saddanm€Xeuty prime
Saka visited Comdl and ggvea  ministe, Tariq Aziz, was a

presentation on thelrag War Christian. The Preslyterian

and its éect on theChristian Church was thdargest
comnunity. Mr. al-Saka is a Protestant deominétion in
pastor ofthe Preshyterian Baghdad. aBaka®dwurch had
Church of Baghdad, and 350 menbe's and thee were 4
General Seretary of the others in thecity Now thee are
Assenbly of Preshyterian only two remaining: his has lost

Churches in Iraq. His visit was 60% of its menbea's and the
sponsoed by the Preshyterian other church has lost 80%. In the
Peacemaking Ofpbcen Louisville last fev weeks somegroup has
Kentucky been rounding up and killing

Rev. al-Saka bst shaved photos tChtrri]stians No o_lr‘;ehas Ilaéd Ic(:laim
of Baghdad bfore thewatr. It 0 (NESEasSassIians al->aka

was a bautiful city with nice gt‘f[s.gef[gqa ttf)l&s_ecag ?ft} o
hotds, parks sculptue gardens fl Iu edOV\hrelgn g tﬁ su
and hallthy infrastructue. Now as alQaeda who were no

o 3. resent in Iraq bdore thewatr.
mary buildings ae destroyed pre -
and theinfrastructueis falling ~ Fnor to thewa Christians wre

t paseuted for ther faith and
apart. The streets ae full of no . , 7
water becausethe bombing thoseof different faiths lied

ruptured seavageand waer lines toggher. Sunni and Shiite

; ; intermauried, and it was not
;gebfg;étgiogngvrg'r%%rr‘; to sal important which mosqueor

foreigne's to eter Iraq and church oneworshipal &. Now,

causerouble. He sas tha the with theimmigration of large

; - numbes of radical Muslims
Americans ae unable to hbuild religious feedoms hae

anything nov becauseof the > 9
seurity situdion. As a esult, the dMinishel.
infrastructue contirues to Rev. al-Saka said thdife was far

crumble and thee arefood and  better before the war Now they
water lines thioughout thecity. have nothing there is no hope
Most doctos have Red and thee for thefuture, and marty people
is little health cae availabe. His  have Rel Iraq or ae in despair

church runs a small clinic,ut He said thawe really need to
that is about all theutreach they pray for the country and the
can nuste. church. Heis unsueif the

Christian dwrch in Irag will
survive. He hopes tha American
troops will soon bee so Iraqis
can return to somdevel of
normalcy Rev. al-Saka pesented
a much different pespetive on
Irag than what we hear in the
press - Mawin Pritts

Irag is hometo someof the
earliest Christian burches b a
few tracether founding back to
the seond catury. The 20th
century was a timavhen
Christians Rouristekin Iraq:
Catholic, Orthodo,
Presbyterian, Baptist, and
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
Nov 30 Dec 1 2 3 4 5 6
9:15aM.E.T |11 a ConglLife | 7:30p Choir 10 a Manbe & | 11a Lectionaty 8:30p AA
10a Woérship 8p AA, Al-anon Stavardship Study Group
2 p Windows 7 p Bide Study
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:15aM.E.T |[7p Caring & 7p Bide Study |7p Sesion 1la Lectionaty 8 a Blood Drie
10a Worship Benevolence 7:30 p Choir Study Group 6 p TPDinner
2 cetsamal |8p AA, Alanon 8:30p AA
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:15aM.ET ([8p AA, Alanon | 7:30 p Choir |7 p Bide Study |1l1a Letionarty 8:30p AA
10a Worship Study Group
2 p Windows
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:15aM.ET ([8p AA, Alanon | 7p Bide Study | 7p Bide Study |1la Letionaty 8:30p AA
Egg Sundg, 7:30 p Choir Study Group
10a Wérship
Newsltr Ddline
28 29 30 31 Jan1 2 3
9:15a M.E.T [8p AA, Alanon | 1p Knitters 10a _ 8:30p AA
10a Worship 7:30 p Choir  [Membership &

Stewardship
|
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ULYSSES U.S. Postage
PO Box 597 PAID

Trumans

lurg, NY 14886

http://ulysses presbychurch.org

Trumanshurg, NY 14886

Permit #10

Not-for-Probt Omanizdion

This pubication is elited by Amy and Scott Dason. Feaseemail submissions @my@emoticakescomor
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