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GRAPEVINE
z The Dawson Familyz

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGA TION . THIS SERVES 
AS A COMPANION T O THE PROFILES OF NEW CHURCH MEMBERS
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EditorÕs Note: This month we 
interviewed... ourselves! Scott, Amy, 
Elizabeth and Alexander have 
been attending this church since 
their youngest, Alexander, was 
born in November 2003. Earlier 
this year, Amy ran a piece about 
why members chose FPCU: 
They were regularly attending 
another church at the time of 
AlexanderÕs birth but attended 
FPCU occasionally. After 
XanderÕs birth, they received a 
lovely card from FPCU. This 
simple gesture brought them 
back to the church, and what 
hadnÕt formerly felt like home 
suddenly did. They joined soon 
after that, and Jeff  Kellam 
baptized Xander in July, 2004. 
During their almost 10-year 
marriage, they lived in suburbs 
of Boston and Rochester, NY. 
Trumansburg is their home now: 
theyÕve been here almost 6 years. 
They are blessed to have their 
parents in town and in the 
church. 
Scott designs web sites for 
Citigroup from his home ofÞce. 
He has been working from home 
for 10 of his 12 years with the 
company. It is a wonderful 
blessing for them all that he can 

be with the family so much. He 
really enjoys his job (and his 
commute). When he isnÕt 
working, he loves to work on his 
Dawson Media Design business, 
and spend time with the family. 
Amy is in her 6th year of being a 
stay at home mom. She 
absolutely loves spending time 
with the kids and feels very 
blessed to have the opportunity. 
Of  course she has some Ònon-
MomÓ things too, namely 
volunteering for Trumansburg 
Community Nursery School 

(TCNS), working on this 
newsletter, or making cakes for 
her cake business, Emoticakes. 
When she is not doing any of 
these things, she is either playing 
piano or training for an exercise 
challenge with Scott. This year 
Scott and Amy are participating 
in the Cayuga Lake Triathlon 
(they did a half marathon last 
year).
Elizabeth is their oldest, and is in 
Þrst grade. She is in Mrs. 
GlantonÕs class and absolutely 
loves school. She is learning like 
a sponge, coming home Þlled 
with fun stories from school each 
day. She enjoys ballet, tap, hip 
hop dance, swim lessons, and 
soccer. She is having fun learning 
piano from me and can play 
several things on her own! When 
she isnÕt in school, she adores 
playing with her little brother.
Xander is in his second year of 
pre-school at TCNS. He is Þlled 
with energy and loves to talk to 
everyone. His favorite thing 
about church is Sunday School. 
He takes swim lessons with his 
sister and is Þnally old enough to 
play soccer instead of just 
watching his sister play.
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BETTY KING
Ruth ÒBettyÓ King, our long time friend and for-
mer music director, passed away on February 27. 
For 15 years Betty was our energetic and enthusias-
tic choir director, director of many musicals, and 
the inspiration and founder/dir ector of our hand 
bell choir. She was always looking for ways to en-
hance the worship service. She founded the Tru-
mansburg Presbyterians (TP), an adult group which 
met socially. She retired to Florida in 1988.

She returned a few years ago to live at Longview in 
Ithaca. She was active in musical events there, had 
a kazoo band and helped start the multi-
generational choir with Ithaca College. Even while 
under treatment for cancer, she helped revive Can-
dorÕs hand bell choir and directed it through Janu-
ary this year. She had a zest for life and music!

RECENT NEWS...
Applications are available for the George Dyke, 
Gordon Brown and Tom Lange Memorial 
Scholarship. See your high school guidance 
counselor, or visit http://ulysses.presbychurch.org.

Doug Beech, a former church and choir member, 
called to share his recent engagement to Linda 
Walter of Garden City,!KS.!They plan a fall 
wedding.!Doug moved from here to manage the 4-
H Foundation for the state of!Kansas 30 ago. He is 
still interested in this church and in seeing friends 
when he is nearby. We send him congratulations 
and hope to see them soon!

Highlights from Session
¥ We accepted the transfer of Carol Nogel to 

Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church in St. 
George, Utah.

¥ We welcomed new Session members, said 
farewell to those going off  the Session and 
assigned Committee responsibilities.

¥ Scott Dawson, Cindy DeCloux, Karen Perkins, 
Allison Pritts, and Deb Regnier were welcomed 
as newly ordained and continuing active elders.

¥ Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
Service Ð Stations of the Cross and Easter 
Sunrise Service are all under planning. 

¥ Tent Scholarship applications and cover letter 
were reviewed.

Please contact any member of the Session if you 
have suggestions or ideas that we can help with.
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Session Members
Have a concern, need, or idea? 

Glenn Kennedy
Moderator of Session  

Kris Alling
Clerk of Session 

272-5511
Bill Kolberg

279-4998
Scott Dawson
Congregational Life 

387-7031
Tracey Mullen
Caring & Benevolence

387-6402
Dan Erickson

Buildings & Properties
532-4865

Diana Bradham
Membership & Stewardship

387-3624
Deb Regnier

Christian Education
387-5413

Jerry Kraus
Personnel 

387-7863 
Allison Pritts
Music and Worship 

387-6010
Jerry VanOrden

387-6546
Sally Priester

387-7823
Barbara Melvin

Budget & Finance 
273-2895

Karen Perkins
532-4409 

Cindy DeCloux
387-6237

Bruce MacQueen
387-4117

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

¥2! Milli Tubbs
¥2! Melanie Andrew
¥6! Alice Ploss
¥9! Louis Kirkman
¥12! Amy Dawson
¥13! Dave Schneider
¥16! Anne Bialke
¥25 !Judy Riley
¥27! Nancy Van Orden

http://ulysses.presbychurch.org
http://ulysses.presbychurch.org


FPCU Cottage Meetings
The Membership and Stewardship Committee would like to 
thank everyone who participated in the cottage meetings on the 
afternoon of February 10, 2008. Special thanks go to our hosts: 
Kris Alling, Barb Melvin, Diana Bradham,! Pam Postle, and 
Nancy VanOrden;! our facilitators: Ron Maclean, Ginny Miller, 
David Schneider, Bruce MacQueen, Sally Priester, and David 
Koehler, and our scribes: Allison Pritts, Karen Barteshevich, 
Lori Schneider, Karen Perkins, and Karen Dickson. 
We had two goals: First, we wanted our members to get to know 
each other in a more comfortable, casual environment; Second, 
given our desire to prepare for our new permanent pastor, we 
hoped to provide valuable information to our ad hoc mission 
study team. This committee convened on March 17.
For those who attended, the topics chosen constituted a 
ÒSWOTÓ analysis of our church Ð our strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and the threats that are upon us.! We captured 
many thoughts and each of the groups determined their most 
important items. All input was shared with the Membership and 
Stewardship Committee and the Ad Hoc Committee.

In conclusion, most participants were pleased with the process and found the cottage meetings to be 
worthwhile. Many would like a repeat in about six months with a few topics and deeper discussions. For 
example, we could choose one key weakness or one key threat and develop an action plan to improve. 
WeÕve outlined a summary of the top items (by consensus vote) below:" "       -David Koehler
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Our most important strengths (that need to 
continue in the future) are:
¥ Our music program: organist, bell choir, choir, 

music director, musicians
¥ Our children participate in our worship service
¥ We are a ÒWelcomingÓ congregation
¥ Our mission projects
¥ Our fellowship

Our most important weaknesses (that need 
attention) are:
¥ Lack of a celebratory spirit
¥ Lack of resources (size, Þnancial)
¥ Lack of welcoming to non-traditional groups
¥ Need for a vital youth group and Sunday School
¥ Need for more opportunities for Adult Christian 

Education

Our most opportunities to make a difference 
are (not all groups completed this discussion):
¥ Youth programming (mission trips, TAC groups, 

support)
¥ Creative fund raisers
¥ Adult programs
¥ Youth minister
¥ Ministry of welcoming visitors

The biggest threats to the church going forward 
are (not all groups completed this discussion):
¥ Our resistance to change
¥ Society is more secular (not supportive of 

churches in general)
¥ Other activities (school, sports)
¥ Lack of Þnancial support



Singing & Ringing Praises to the Lord 
The Bell Choir and Choir have 
a long-standing tradition of 
gathering for a party on 
Christmas Eve. This year we 
broke tradition as singers and 
ringers, and gathered our 
families at the DawsonÕs home 
for an early 
February 
celebration. We 
shared 
conversation, 
delicious 
appetizers, and 
played plenty of 
games. This was 
truly a Òfun for 
all agesÓ event. 
If  you are hoping 
to be part of the 
next gathering 
(maybe this 
summer?), wish 
to learn or refresh a skill, or are 
looking for a fun, genial group 
to be a part of within the 
church family, one of our 
choirs would be right for you. 
The Chancel Choir practices 

Thursday evenings at 7:30, and 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 
before the service. If  you 
havenÕt sung in a group before, 
or for awhile, you will enjoy 
BryanÕs expert instruction. We 
warm up our voices and then 

learn our parts 
step by step, 
having fun in the 
process. If  you 
arenÕt an early 
riser, then the 
Bell Choir might 
be for you. 
Practice is on 
Sunday from 
11:45-12:45. We 
have some bells 
longing for 
ringers in this 
group. This is a 
fun group, always 

willing to help a new person 
out! It is a lovely way to praise 
God and use your talents. If  
you are interested in trying it 
out, talk to any bell ringer or to 
Bryan Lilley.

- Amy Dawson
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Quotes from Our 

Singers & Ringers

ÒPlaying bells is a form of 
relaxation. -Peter DeCloux

ÒThe whole choir is a 
wonderful group to be with. 
Bryan makes it a lot of fun 
and for me it also makes a 

great musical learning 
experience.  
-Doris Dunlap

 ÒChoir rehearsal night, and 
singing for the Sunday 

service has become one of 
my favorite church 

activities.Ó-Diana Bradham

I joined choir because I 
enjoy singing.!As time 

passed choir has become as 
much about the 

camaraderie among 
members as about music

- Bobbi Farrell

Such an amazing thing! Ñ
much of the choir magic is 

still here, even without 
Alice; and we Þnd that 
Bryan makes it fun too! 

-Barbara Melvin

“I thoroughly enjoy 
my participation in 

our church choir. The 
combination of  

Bryan's skills and the 
dedication of  our very 

talented choir 
members blends to 

create a special piece 
each week.  I feel 

blessed that I utilize 
one of  my talents to 
honor our Lord and 
Savior with music.”

-David Koehler



If  you are female, 
attend the First Presbyterian 
Church of Ulysses, and are 
reading this, then you are a 
member of!the Presbyterian 
Women's Group!
The Þrst week of April will be 
the annual rummage sale. A 
tradition for nearly 50 years, 
this event is currently the 
largest fundraiser this group 
holds.!ProÞts are generally in 
the $2,000 range, and the 
money goes for many and 
varied uses: our fair-trade 
coffee enjoyed at after-service 
coffee hours and other church 
functions, church camp 
scholarships, special gifts and 
projects identiÞed as areas of 
need, and contributions to the 
church general fund. 

Contributions will be accepted 
March 31 through April 
3.!The sale is April 3 from 7-9 
p.m., April 4 from 9 a.m.- 5 
p.m., and April 5 from 8 to 
noon.
Help is appreciated through 
out the week for sorting, 
pricing, and sales, but is 
especially needed Thursday 
evening for the Þrst day of the 
sale, and Saturday at noon for 
clean-up.

This project offers many hours 
of fellowship with members of 
your church family, often 
bringing together folks that do 
not normally spend time 
together.!Consider 
volunteering your time and 
broadening your friendships 
within the church. If  you have 
any questions please call Amy 
Erickson 
(532-4865).!Incidentally, men 
are welcome too!

- Amy Erickson

Church Rummage Sale
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MISSION TRIP 

OPPORTUNITY 

What: A mission trip to Heifer 
International Overlook Farm in 
Rutland MA, July 30-August 3.

Participants will build problem-
solving skills and move toward 
the desire to make changes in 
their lives that positively impact 
their environment and the 
world. They will also complete 
service projects and participate 
in educational activities that 
teach about the root causes of 
poverty and Heifer's develop-
mental approach to ending 
hunger and poverty in a way 
that cares for the earth.  There 
are 14 available spots for 12 
youth and 2 adults.  

If the spots are not filled with 
Senior High Youth, the remain-
ing spots will be made available 
to anyone in the church 13 
years and older to go. The cost 
is $140/person.  However we 
will plan some fund raisers to 
help with the cost. Please con-
tact Debby Koehler 387-3757 
no later than April 30 if you are 
interested.

Senior High Youth Group
On Sunday April 6, come to the Senior High Room right 
after church to have your cottage meeting! We!ll find out 
what “SWOT” means. Dave Koehler will have the
answer. After we are finished, we will have lunch and
dessert. We will be finished by 12:30 p.m.

Senior High Parents:  
Sunday April 6th we will meet right after church in
the Sanctuary to plan for future youth group meetings.
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

30 31 Apr 1 2 3
7:30p Choir

4 5
8:30p AA

6
10a Worship
2 cents a meal

7
8p AA, Al-anon
7p Caring & 
Benevolence

8 9
7p Session

10
7:30p Choir

11 12
8:30p AA

13
10a Worship

14
8p AA, Al-anon

15 16 17
7:30p Choir

18 19

8:30p AA

20
Egg Sunday,
Newsletter Due
10a Worship

21
8p AA, Al-anon

22 23 24
7:30p Choir

25 26
8:30p AA

27
Easter Sunday
10a Worship

28
7p Caring& 
Benevolence
8p AA, Al-anon

29
1p Mission 
Knitters
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Make a date to save a life!" The Trumansburg Community Blood Drive, sponsored by the 
Trumansburg Area Churches & Seniors, will be held on Saturday, May 3rd from 8:00am to 
1:00pm at the chapel." Call Darla VanOstrand at 273-1900 x17 to sign-up to donate blood, or call 
JIll Gorey at 387-7572 or email jillgorey@fltg.net to sign-up to provide coffee, snacks, or 
newspapers or magazines for volunteers.

mailto:jillgorey@fltg.net
mailto:jillgorey@fltg.net

