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GRAPEVINE

z  The Koehler Family - An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION. THIS SERVES 
AS A COMPANION TO THE PROFILES OF NEW CHURCH MEMBERS
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David was born in Philadelphia, 
and moved to Interlaken when 
he was 12. He graduated from 
the Interlaken Central School 
(before South Seneca existed) in 
1968. He earned a BS, Masters 
in Engineering and MBA from 
Cornell, and served as a trustee 
and mayor of  Interlaken. His 
paths crossed with Debby shortly 
after he built O’Malley’s 
restaurant in Sheldrake with a 
partner in 1981. Dave’s “best 
decision” was hiring Deborah 
Boyes as a part-time bartender - 
they were married in 1983. 

Debby was born and raised in 
Interlaken, and graduated from 
South Seneca. She earned a BS 
in Recreation Therapy from 
SUNY Cortland. While in 
college, she participated on the 
ballroom dance team, which 

took her to an international 
competition in Black Pool, 
England (she hopes to get back 
into dancing soon!). She worked 
at Willard Psychiatric Center as 
an outpatient recreational 
therapist, bartended at 
O’Malley’s, and taught aerobics 
at Courtside and the YMCA. 
Debby has always been active in 
the community: as a Sunday 
School teacher, Cub Scout den 
mother, and class Mom - and 
continues to be active with our 
senior youth group and working 
at the Children’s Montessori 
House.

The Koehler family is well-
traveled. Before settling at their 
current location on Tamarack 
(Dave currently works for 
Cornell Information 
Technologies), they lived in 
Interlaken, Sheldrake, 
Trumansburg (on Larchmont), 
Los Altos (CA, while Dave 
worked at Stanford), Skillman 
(NJ, while Dave worked at 
Princeton).

Dave and Debby have three 
boys: Kevin (21), Eric (19) and 
Max (15). They were baptized at 
the Interlaken Reformed 
Church. 

Kevin graduated from 
Trumansburg in 2004 and 

attended 
college for two years. He played 
varsity football and baseball. 
He’s now working to become a 
professional firefighter and 
volunteers for our local 
department. He’s currently 
working as an EMT for Bangs 
Ambulance.

Eric graduated from 
Trumansburg in 2006, and 
played varsity basketball and 
golf. He attended Methodist 
University for 3 semesters in 
their golf  management program. 
He’s now attending TC3 and 
plans to transfer to a business 
school in the fall. He plans to 
play on the TC3’s golf  team this 
spring. 

Max is currently a Sophomore 
in high school in Trumansburg 
and on Student Council. 

(continued on page 3)
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ANNUAL MEETING
We held our annual meeting on 
January 27. We enjoyed a 
delicious brunch after worship 
followed by the meeting.
Membership Summary
We have 203 active members. (7 
new members by transfer, 8 by 
confirmation, 1 by reaffirmation 
of  faith, 8 placed on inactive 
list, 4 transfers, and 3 deaths).
Budget and Finance 
Barbara Melvin reported a 
decline in pledges. For this 
reason, Session voted to cut 
back our pledge to Presbytery 
Missions. All other portions of  
the budget are in sound 
condition, although we hope 
that pledges will catch up to 
prior years so we can meet the 
requested pledge to Presbytery 
Missions. It is never too late to 
pledge for 2008!
Kris Alling (Clerk/Pledge 
Secretary) and David Priester 
(Treasurer) were re-elected by 
Session to continue their 
positions for 2008. We adopted 
a reorganized and clarified 
Endowment policy.
Buildings and Properties
Dan Erickson encouraged anyone 
who notices building needs to 
contact him, Bill Kolberg or Jerry 
VanOrden.
Caring and Benevolence 
David Schneider is pleased that we 
are involved with several 
missions, including travel to the 
Gulf  Coast, Mexico and upstate 
New York for flood repairs, the 
local food bank, blood bank, 
Heifer Project and Habitat for 
Humanity.
Christian Education
Deb Koehler reported that our 
new curriculum, Seasons of  the 
Spirit, has been successful with 

the younger students. High 
School teachers are looking 
at innovative programs 
online. Lori Kraus and Peter 
DeCloux were commended 
for their dedication to the 
Christian Ed program. 
They retired this year.
Congregational Life
Scott Dawson noted the events 
coming up this year, and 
highlighted those who plan 
events as well as those who 
come to them.
Membership/Stewardship
David Koehler underlined the 
“cottage meetings” coming up 
in February. They offer a 
chance for us to get together in 
smaller groups. We will collect 
ideas for where we are and 
where we are headed to support 
the Pastor search.
Music and Worship
Carolyn Lange expressed 
appreciation to those who held 
things together during the 
interim pastor search. We are 
excited to have Bryan Lilley as 
our new Music Director and 
Glenn Kennedy as Interim Pastor. 
Kudos went out to our organist, 
Doris Dunlap, for supporting the 
music ministry. Bryan shared 
that he feels great support from 
both choirs and has been very 
welcomed by church members.
Personnel
Jerry Kraus, thanked our 
dedicated staff.
We also heard from the 
Ulysses Presbyterian 
Women, Tent Committee, 
and the Mission Knitters 
through their written reports.
We elected new Elders: Scott 
Dawson agreed to an additional 
three-year term. Cindy DeCloux, 

Karen 
Perkins, Allison Pritts, and Deb 
Regnier will be ordained for three 
year terms.
We elected Ray Bradham, Carolyn 
Stillions, and Nancy VanOrden as 
congregational members of  the 
nominating committee for 2008. 
They will be joined by two 
Session members.
Pastor Glenn Kennedy has been 
with us since November. He 
thanked the congregation for 
helping his transition and 
welcoming him to the church. 
He encouraged people to send 
in their bios. to help him get to 
know us better.
Historian, Ginnie Miller shared 
that we have been awarded a 
grant from the National 
Presbyterian Historical Society 
to microfilm our church official 
records. She is interviewing 
older members to document 
historical memories.
We expressed appreciation for 
the many new young people 
who bring energy and 
excitement to our church, and 
to Richard for all that he does 
to help us in the kitchen.
All of  these reports may be 
found in the 2007 Annual 
Report available online:
http://ulysses.presbychurch.org
If  you would like a paper copy, 
speak with Linda Andrew in the 
church office or see the 
information table at coffee hour. 

http://ulysses.presbychurch.org
http://ulysses.presbychurch.org


(Koehler Family, continued...1)
He has the family’s passion for 
golf, playing on the Varsity golf  
team and the JV basketball 
team.
The boys shared some of  their 
favorite memories from their 
church upbringing: outdoor 
coffee hours in California and 
Princeton and youth mission 
trips sponsored by the Nassau 
Presbyterian Church in 
Princeton, NJ. Kevin, Eric and 
Max all participated in the 
youth choirs in Nassau. Kevin 
and Eric participated in a 
concert commissioned by Dave 
Brubeck and the The Dave 
Brubeck Quartet. Max is a bit 
young to remember Nassau, 
and shared his enjoyment of  
our congregation’s appeal as a 
close-knit community where it’s 
easy to get to know everyone.

Vacation Bible 
School

FPCU will be hosting a 
Beach Party this summer!  
WeÕre planning vacation 
bible school for July 21 Ð 
25. It will be a week of 
crafts, singing, snacks, and 
SurÞnÕ Through the Scrip-
tures. Kathey MacQueen 
and Megan de Jager have 
begun preparing for the fun 
event for kids age 3 through 
5th grade. Many opportuni -
ties to help will be available 
for all ages!.

Save the date and plan to 
be there!

MARCH 

CELEBRATIONS

The April calendar page is on 
the bulletin board by the 
kitchen. Please add your 
name to the calendar! If  you 
aren’t able to attend church, 
email Pam Postle 
(lppostle@aol.com) to have your birthday or 
anniversary added.

3 Alyssa Pritts 22 Jacob Lange

4 Mary Elizabeth Andrew 28 Ryan de Jager

9 Brandon DeCloux 28 Neil Henniger

16 Neil Alling

**Happy belated January birthday to Chuck Dickson 
(28th) and Kim de Coudres (19th)!!

Recycling at 
Its Best

Check your cupboar ds, 
closets, attics and garages 
now for the Presbyterian 
Women's annual rummage 
sale fundraiser. Contributions 
accepted starting Mar ch 31 through April 3. Sale runs April 3 (eve-
ning) through April 5 (morning). We need your help in three areas:

¥ As a contributor.!WeÕll take!used items (no computers, TV's, br o-
ken electronics or other items the dump r efuses); household items, 
furniture, tools & toys, jewelry, & books. Out-of-style clothing? 
Great! Ragged clothing? No. We especially need children's sizes.

¥ As a shopper. Why spend big money when you can wear some -
thing with a history?

¥ As a volunteer. We need sorters, pricers, ßoor walkers, cashiers, 
and a clean-up crew. A sign-up sheet will be posted, or just dr op in 
when you can.! This is a great way to connect with your chur ch 
family. Any questions, comments, or ideas call Amy E.@ 532-4865.

mailto:lppostle@aol.com
mailto:lppostle@aol.com


Mission Programs
Teabags for T-bags

We have collected and sent 150 
tea bags to our contact in the 
Geneva Presbytery, who will 
forward them to Hout Bay, 
South Africa. Artists use the 
recycled tea bags as canvases 
for their art. This income is 
employing people and 
changing lives. We're helping!

How you can help? Simply cut 
the tag end off!a flow-through 
tea bag. Then, unfold the tube, 
empty, and gently loosen!at 
seam. Rinse all the tea leaves 
from paper, flatten and dry.! 
You may give these to Pam 
Postle!at church any Sunday 
morning. Information!from the 
Teabags for T-bags web site is 
on the Caring & Benevolence 
bulletin board.!To learn more 
about this program and see the 
art made with these please visit 
their website at: http://
www.originaltbagdesigns.com

Library Books for Hannah

We have an opportunity to 
help Hannah Lantos (Evelyn 
Fritz' granddaughter) with her 
vision to establish a library in a 
village in Zambia. Hannah, 
from Chicago, is a graduate of  
Brown University and is 
serving in the Peace Corps at 
Mpika, Northern Province 
in!Zambia. A new school was 
built and books are needed. A 
box for contributions of  
all!types of  books is in the 
Chapel, on the stage. The 
United Presbyterian Women 
are generously donating funds 
to pay for postage for the books 
we collect.

Hannah's blog is online at 
hannahlantos.blogspot.com.

Contact Evelyn Fritz 
(387-6976) for more 
information.

Love Knows No Bounds

At their February monthly 
meeting, the Caring and 
Benevolence Committee 
agreed to make a donation to 
the!local organization,!Love 
Knows No Bounds (LKNB) to 
support their efforts in helping 
to rehabilitate the 7th Ward 
area of  New Orleans.! This 
group of  local people have 
collected household goods and 
transported them in 9 truck 
trips to the 7th Ward, 
organized a work trip! there 
last year, and have developed a 
relationship with a church in 
that section of  New Orleans.! 
This April they are organizing 
another work trip to the 7th 
Ward,!thus creating a !need for 
rehabilitation!and 
building!supply funds.!You 
can!find out more about these 
efforts!at their website :! 
www.renew-orleans.org 

CARS

One of  our caring ministries 
involves driving people to and 
from church services from 
Cayuga Addiction Recovery 
Services (CARS). This facility 
is located on Route 227 
between Trumansburg and 
Perry City. If  you are 
interested in helping to provide 
transportation, please sign the 
sheet in the chapel.
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MOVIE NIGHT 
The Caring & Benevolence and 
Congregational Life committees 
are proud to sponsor the Þrst of 
what is hoped to be a r ecurring 
event in the Chapel: a community 
movie night!

PLAYING IN MARCH:

Pay It Forward
Like some other kids, 12-year-old 
Trevor McKinney believed in the 
goodness of human nature. Like 
many other kids, he was deter-

mined to change the world for the 
better. Unlike most other kids, he 

succeeded.

When: Friday, March 28, 7 p.m.
Where: Presbyterian Chapel

Who: Anyone! Bring a friend, and 
your favorite movie snacks!

Cost: Free

We plan to sponsor several movie 
events open to the community this  
year. The movies will not neces-
sarily have an overt religious 
theme, but will be consistent with 
Christian values, and focus on the 
broad topic of Peacemaking. 
Peacemaking may be as broad as 
resolving conßicts between war-
torn countries, or as deep as heal-
ing a rift between two neighbors. 
You can read more about our de-
nominationÕs focus on Peacemak-
ing at the following web site: 
www.pcusa.org/peacemaking

http://www.renew-orleans.org
http://www.originaltbagdesigns.com
http://www.originaltbagdesigns.com
http://www.originaltbagdesigns.com
http://www.originaltbagdesigns.com
http://www.renew-orleans.org


THANK YOU FOR HELP 
GIVING OUT FOOD!

Thank you to all the wonderful folks that volun-
teered at our food distributions. We distributed 
food to between 81 and 93 area families at the 
Trumansburg Food Pantry in the month of Janu-
ary. The pantry, supported by the Trumansburg 
Area Council of Churches, serves all needy fami-
lies in the Trumansburg area.

Thanks go out to Linda Andrew, Amy & Xander 
Dawson, Chuck & Doris Dunlap, Bobbi & Joe 
Farrell, Polly Gutelius, Mary Ellen Johnson, 
Marvin Mobbs, Karen Perkins, Pam Postle, 
David Priester, Judy & Dick Robertson, Warren 
Roykouff, Dan & Mary Ellen Schreher, Milli 
Tubbs, and Nancy & Jerry Van Orden.

Many of these folks were there for both distribu-
tions. If we have missed anyone please forgive us 
- we appreciate you all.   

Thanks so much for your time and for your help.

Dee Hendrix and Kris Alling

Highlights from Session
• Membership / Stewardship Committee 

reported on a very successful Cottage Initiative.

• We moved three members to inactive status:  
Molly Robertson Hill, John Robertson, & 
Gerald Perkins, Jr.

• Pastor K shared book titles for us to review. He 
is considering possible adult Bible studies.

• Ad Hoc committee includes: Eric deJager, Bill 
Kolberg, Barb Melvin, Marvin Pritts, & Deb 
Regnier. They will begin soon with Pastor K.

• We discussed a possible international youth 
mission trip.

• Sally Priester graciously accepted the position 
of  Presbytery Representative for our Church.

• We welcomed new members, Alison Pritts and 
Karen Perkins who will be ordained March 9th.  

• We are looking forward to Chili Night in 
February and Movie night in March.
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Session Members
Have a concern, need, or idea? 

Glenn Kennedy
Moderator of Session  

Kris Alling
Clerk of Session 

272-5511

Bill Kolberg
279-4998

Scott Dawson
Congregational Life 

387-7031

Tracey Mullen
387-6402

Dan Erickson
Buildings & Properties

532-4865

Diana Bradham
387-3624

David Koehler
Membership & Stewardship

387-3757

Bruce MacQueen
387-4117 

Jerry Kraus
Personnel 

387-7863 

Carolyn Lange
Music and Worship 

387-5220

Jerry VanOrden
387-6546

Sally Priester
387-7823

Barbara Melvin
Budget & Finance 

273-2895

Wilson Pond
273-6460 

David Schneider
Caring & Benevolence 

387-5370



The Church (abridged)
THIS IS THE SECOND OF SEVERAL NEWSLETTER ARTICLES TO HIGHLIGHT THE WORK OUR 

CHURCH DOES, AS WELL AS WHAT MAKES OUR CHURCH WORK...
IN THIS ISSUE: INCOME, EXPENSES AND THE OUTCOME

On the heels of  our annual meeting, this illustrates how our income factors into the financial 
operations of  the church. The outcome is twofold: First, our church remains a vibrant, cheerful 
place to worship and share in fellowship. Second, our gifts come together with others to come 
together to meet the needs of  others - from our own backyard to countries around the world.
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Income (top chart)

92% of  our income comes from pledges and offerings. 

The remainder comes from rental of  our facility to the 

Trumansburg Community Nursery School, AA, Al 

Anon, playgroups; and from investment income, Egg 

Sunday proceeds, rummage sale and other fundraising.

Expenses (bottom chart):

Per Capita (7%) is a payment we make for each ac-

tive church member. This is one of  the expenses re-

lated to being organized in the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) and helps support the operation of  the de-

nomination at all levels.

Administration (7%) includes our secretary salary, 

all workers compensation, copier and telephone costs, 

postage, preservation of  records and office supplies.

Music & Worship (11%) includes salaries for our 

organist and choir director, and pays for our nursery 

care, piano tuning and pulpit supply (pastors to fill in 

when ours is on leave).

Benevolence (11.5%) includes our contributions to 

local, national and international missions, either di-

rectly or through the work of  our denomination. Typi-

cally, this is more than doubled by special offerings not 

shown in our annual budget.

Buildings & Properties (15%) includes cleaning 

services, property insurance and maintenance and re-

pairs are included in this percentage, although the 

largest percentage of  this cost is for energy.

Pastoral Services (49%) includes the pastor’s hous-

ing and utilities allowance, salary and pension.

Christian Education, Membership & Steward-
ship, Congregational Life
Although too small to reflect as a pie slice, budget 

funds are combined with the enthusiasm and time of-

fered by our wonderful volunteers!

Per Capita
7!

Pastoral Services
49!

Music & Worship
11!

Administration
7!

Benevolence
11!

Buildings & Property
15!

Gifts & Pledges
88!Offering Plate

4!

Other Income
8!

Percentages are based on our actual 2007 operating budget.



Easter Story Cookies

Make these cookies the evening 
before Easter.

First preheat your oven to 300 
degrees (this is VERY important!)

Ingredients:

1 cup whole pecans
1 cup sugar

1 teaspoon vinegar
Ziploc Bag

3 egg whites
pinch of  salt

Wooden Spoon
Tape

Your Bible

Place pecans in ziploc bag and 
let children beat them with a 
wooden spoon to break into 
small pieces. Explain that after 
Jesus was arrested, He was 
beaten by the Roman soldiers.

READ:  John 19: 1-3

Let each child smell the 
vinegar. Put 1 tsp. vinegar into 
mixing bowl. Explain that 
when Jesus was thirsty on the 
cross, He was given vinegar to 
drink.

READ:  John 19:  28-30

Add egg whites to vinegar.  
Eggs represent life. Explain 
that Jesus gave His life to give 
us life.

READ:  John 10:  10-11

Sprinkle a little salt into each 
child’s hand. Let them taste it 
and brush the rest into the 
bowl.  Explain that this 
represents the salty tears shed 
by Jesus’ followers, and the 
bitterness of  our own sin.

READ:  Luke 23:27

So far the ingredients are not 
very appetizing! Add 1 cup 
sugar. Explain that the sweetest 
part of  the story is that Jesus 
died because he loves us. He 
wants us to know and belong 
to Him.

READ: Psalm 34:8 & John 
3:16

Beat with a mixer on high 
speed for 12-15 minutes, until 
stiff  peaks are formed. Explain 
that the color white represents 
the purity in God’s eyes of  
those whose sins have been 
cleansed by Jesus.

READ: Isaiah 1:18 & John 
3: 1-3

Fold in the broken nuts. Drop 
by teaspoonfuls onto a wax 
paper-covered cookie sheet. 
Explain that each mound 

represents the rocky tomb 
where Jesus’ body was laid.

READ:  Matthew 27:  57-60

Put the cookie sheet in the 
oven, close the door and turn 
the oven OFF.  Give each child 
a piece of  tape and seal the 
oven door.  Explain that Jesus’ 
tomb was sealed.

READ:  Matthew 27: 65-66

GO TO BED! Explain that 
they may feel sad to leave the 
cookies in the oven overnight.  
Jesus’ followers were in despair 
when the tomb was sealed.  

READ:  John 16:20 and 22

On Easter morning, open the 
oven and give everyone a 
cookie.  Notice the cracked 
surface and take a bite.  The 
cookies are hollow!  On the 
first Easter, Jesus’ followers 
were amazed to find the tomb 
open and empty.

READ:  Matthew 28: 1-9

A BLESSED & HAPPY 
EASTER TO ALL!!!

- Jean Dawson
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Blood Drive

Make a date to save a life! Trumansburg Community 
Blood Drive, sponsored by the Trumansburg Area 
Churches & Seniors, will be held on Saturday, March 
8th from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the chapel.  Call 
Darla VanOstrand at 273-1900 x17 for your opportu-
nity to save 3 lives!
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

24 25 26 27 28
7:30p Choir

29 Mar 1
8:30p AA

2
2 cents a Meal 
10a Worship

3
8p AA, Al-anon
7p Caring& 
Benevolence

4
7p Membership 
& Stewardship 

5
7p Finance

6
7:30p Choir

7 8
8a Blood Drive
8:30p AA

9
10a Worship
1p UPW Forum

10
8p AA, Al-anon

11 12
7p Session

13
7:30p Choir

14 15

8:30p AA

16
Egg Sunday,
Newsletter Due
10a Worship

17
8p AA, Al-anon

18 19 20
7:30p Choir

21
Good Friday

22
8:30p AA

23
Easter Sunday
10a Worship

24
7p Caring& 
Benevolence
8p AA, Al-anon

25
1p Mission 
Knitters

26 27
7:30p Choir

28
7p Movie Night

29
8:30p AA

Newsletter articles and pictures may be sent to Amy & Scott Dawson at amy@emoticakes.com 
or scott@dawsonmediadesign.com You can get the most up-to-date event listing on our web site,  
ulysses.presbychurch.org/calendar.htm. To add, modify or delete a calendar item, get in touch 
with Parker Melvin. 

mailto:family@dawson-family.org
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:family@dawson-family.org

